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The United States must learn live indefinitely with 


Non-Fiction 
Matthews, Herbert The Cuban Story 


Castro’s Cuba. This the bitter conclusion drawn 
each these independent studies two veteran news- 
men who are considered experts Latin America. 
Herbert Matthews, editorial writer for The New 
York Times, and Irving Peter Pflaum, Chicago Sun- 
Times foreign editor, say remarkably similar things, 


Tragic Island. How Communism Came 


Cuba 
Prentice-Hall. Sept. 196p. $3.95. 
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none which likely cheer American readers. 
They assert that the present Cuban debacle the 
culmination more than half century’s gross mis- 
treatment Cuba the S.; that Castro’s revolution 
did not start Communist-inspired movement but 
was virtually driven into the Red camp incredibly 
inept diplomacy and the inability our press and 
our people understand what was occurring; that the 
Monroe Doctrine dead; that eventually should 
withdraw from our naval base Guantanamo, and 
that can expect more nationalistic, anti-Yankee out- 
breaks south our border. 


These are sobering, honest, observations and they 
seem certain evoke violent disagreement from those 
who view the Cuban situation altogether different 
light. 
Mr. Matthews almost had write his book self- 
defense. More than any other American has been 
accused favoring and actively promoting the Castro 
revolt. has been attacked columnist George 
Sokolsky and such publications the National Re- 
view, The American Legion Magazine, the Brooklyn 
Tablet and, especially, Time magazine. Before Sen- 
ate investigators was denounced former 
Ambassador Cuba Earl Smith man who 
“eulogized Fidel Castro and portrayed him political 
Robin Hood.” José Bosch, prominent Cuban anti- 
Castroite, once called Mr. Matthews’ work “the equiv- 
alent army division” Fidel. his book, The 
New York Times specialist openly acknowledges that 
his stories and editorials “undoubtedly helped make 
Fidel Castro and his Movement acceptable Cubans 
and liberals all over the world,” and overflows with 
poetic admiration describing Fidel during the early 
days his insurrection: 
“He had him. Nothing could have stopped him that 
time. was Cuba’s man destiny. All did was recog- 
nize these facts. interview turned the spotlight 
him. has held the center the stage ever since, but 
that was where belonged. The Muse History wrote 
that play, not I.” 
The interview which Mr. Matthews refers formed 
the series electrifying articles The Times early 
1957 that first gave Castro the worldwide publicity 
desperately needed for the success his bold plans. 
Having visited the bearded revolutionary and his tiny 
band the rugged Sierra Maestra, Matthews reported 
that Castro was not dead, dictator Fulgencio Batista 
had announced, but was alive and fighting hard, with 
the backing the vast majority the Cuban people. 
Through the months that followed, even while the 
became increasingly disillusioned with the revo- 
lution, Mr. Matthews remained friendly terms with 
Castro and something hero with the Cuban people. 


Mr. Matthews vigorously denies that presented any- 
thing more than accurate picture the developing 
revolution and expresses confidence that history will 
justify him. self-avowed liberal who believes that 
heavy taxation the wealthy classes will ameliorate 
many the problems plaguing Latin America, Mr. 
Matthews argues that the government and people 
failed understand the nature the Castro uprising. 
The press, with the exception The Times, has 
shameful record, Mr. Matthews contends, having 
printed almost nothing the slaughter thousands 
Batista while chronicling lurid detail the execu- 


tion hundreds “war criminals” Castro. The 
revolution, argues strenuously, was not mere 
change the ruling class but the legitimate clamor 
downtrodden people for social justice, national- 
istic rather than communistic revolt. Our lack 
understanding, contends, led such repressive 
measures the sugar quota cut which eventually led 
Castro decide that the future for his revolution lay 
totalitarian communism. was late Summer 
early Autumn, 1960, that Castro turned irrevocably 
the Sino-Soviet bloc, Mr. Matthews maintains. 


While frequently condemns the ruthless, dictatorial 
measures Castro, Mr. Matthews repeatedly shows 
admiration for the ideals, talents and “extraordinary 
magnetism” the Cuban leader who, says, “is not 
evil man, like Hitler.” difficult square this 
zest for Castro with the Fidel record which Mr. Mat- 
thews himself records. But the author also has surpris- 
ing high regard for Ernesto (Che) Guevara, the Argen- 
tine physician whom many persons think the Commu- 
nist boss the Cuban revolt, and praises William 
Morgan, the American soldier fortune who be- 
came Castro’s aide and was paid for his efforts 1961 
being marched the wall and executed. “So far 
concerned, William Morgan was good Ameri- 
can,” Mr. Matthews declares. 

The abortive, American-backed invasion April, 1961, 
was the blundering climax our government’s failure 
understand Castro and what represents the 
restless masses Latin America, Mr. Matthews states. 
names names placing the blame for the colossal 
fiasco. Both President Eisenhower and President Ken- 
nedy are cited for what amounts stupidity, well 
former Vice President Nixon, our three ambassadors 
Cuba during the crucial period the revolution, 
the Joint Chiefs Staff, Secretaries Rusk, McNamara 
and Dillon, CIA Director Allen Dulles and many 
others. 

Mr. Pflaum’s study, evidently by-product series 
lectures, less provocative and more haphazardly or- 
ganized than Mr. Matthews’ book, but does contain 
some engrossing interviews with Cubans who both favor 
and oppose the Castro regime. Mr. Pflaum also spends 
great deal more time than Mr. Matthews analyzing 
the frequently chaotic agrarian reforms instituted 
Castro, and exploring the status the Catholic 
Church Cuba. The Church “nowhere near the 
powerful, rich and monolithic” organization often 
assumed be, Mr. Pflaum writes. the contrary, 
has been poor institution and has been without 
great political power for many generations. Prior 
1960, when the swing communism became appall- 
ingly evident, the hierarchy was notably restrained 
comment the Fidelista revolution, contends. 
the early stages Castroism there even was 
able difference opinion among the clergy the 
justification the revolt led Castro, who his 
youth attended several Jesuit schools. least one 
ranking prelate saw the insurrection Communist 
plot almost from the start, Pflaum reports. was 
told 1960 the Rev. Luis Losado Rodriguez, 
papal envoy Cuba, that “The Fidelistas have cleverly 
masked their Leninist program” decided upon the 
leaders during the early days the mountains. 
decidedly not the opinion either Mr. Pflaum 
Mr. Matthews. 
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Mr. Pflaum believes the way check communism 


Cuba and restore S.-Cuban accord lies through 


greater, not lesser co-operation with the Castro regime. 


calls for new plans for Cuban trade, increased tour- 
ism and closing the Guantanamo base five years 
(“What purpose does serve?”). There are some use- 
ful appendices and few pages photographs includ- 
ing picture Castro his youth, cleanly shaven 
and looking like anything but the Number One prob- 
lem the Western Hemisphere. 


These volumes offer the sympathetic side the Guban 
story. Some retort seems inevitable. 


John Clarke, Ph.D., 
The Scranton Times 


Swanberg, Citizen Hearst 
Scribner’s. Sept. 11,1961. 555p. $7.50. (Ila) 


Capturing even the essence William Randolph 
Hearst single volume vast achievement, least 
technically the same league with orbiting around the 
moon. But Mr. Swanberg, noted for his past histories 
Jim Fisk and the firing Fort Sumter, appears 
have done this admittedly incomplete but remark- 
able biography journalism’s most controversial figure. 
There lively disagreement whether the giant 
San Simeon was ogre kind colossal Robin 
Hood. Mr. Swanberg comes the fortuitous conclu- 
sion that was both: fact, the possessor one 
the most gloriously split personalities history. While 
supports his theory with mountain convincing 
detail, not much the argument and the “fresh 
look” that make his book intellectually exciting. Rather 
the unique combination brilliantly cheerful 
prose, truly charitable outlook and honest 
that moves the book into the first rank. 


Hearst has been dead now years, and his once mighty 
chain magazines, newspapers and broadcast media 
dwindling both numbers and prestige. His sons rule 
what was once empire rather routine gray-flannel 
executives. (One them recently was, ironically, the 
chief speaker national convention journalism 
educators.) stigma the “Hearst press” will be, 
few years, anachronism: with few exceptions, 
the Hearst papers are inditstinguishable from the medi- 
ocre run the mill, whether the standard quality 
sensationalism. His 240,000-acre estate San Simeon, 
with the great castle intended his lasting monu- 
ment, now public property, open guided tours. 
His scandalous love years, actress Marion Davies, 
married another man only weeks after his demise. 
passing nature even the most lavish worldly 
glories perhaps the real moral this book and 
the publisher’s life. any rate, time that old 
Hearst had worthy biography. Only one other has 
een satisfactorily objective, and that was written, cer- 
tainly too soon for true perspective, within year his 
death. Mr. Swanberg has provided balance, writing 
skill and depth, although faced inevitable silence 
from some the Hearst entourage and most the 
Publisher’s letters were kept from him. 


the Hearst image that emerges from these pages often 
seems sympathetic, chiefly because the addition 

gray tones his generally black reputation. 
showing Hearst human, with his extraordinary 
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capacity for good well evil, helping under- 
stand the child-like drives deep the Hearstian soul, 
the author has run the risk that some may have 
stop hating him. 


Paradox pervades the man’s astonishing career. Born 
into vast wealth, was spoiled child and cheerful 
hedonist who always had everything wanted. 
saw reason why this shouldn’t include the Presi- 
dency, $30 million castle, and $50 million art 
treasures, most them jammed warehouses. Yet 
chose journalism, although meant hard work and 
offered him little the start, when was socialist 
and trust-buster. His crusades against predatory busi- 
ness were sincere and successful. When was offered 
nomination for president 1904, Hearst was labor’s 
candidate. (Seconding the nomination, one his- 
tory’s small ironies, was the great liberal lawyer Clar- 
ence Darrow.) 


Hearst was never true newsman, Mr. Swanberg points 
out, but rather showman, inventor who doted 
noise and fireworks. Truth newspaper was simply 
irrelevant. loved imagine wonderful story, 
then send his men out create it. (Despite his talents 
entertainer the masses, Hearst’s career 
producer films, which spent million trying 
make immortal Miss Davies, largely failed.) 
While helped start the war with hapless Spain 
least partially build circulation for his New York 
Journal, also was motivated deep concern for 
the “oppressed” Cuban people. 


Alternately ruthless and compassionate, selfish and 
generous, the young Hearst was the working journalist’s 
best friend, driving salaries with fabulous pay scales, 
creating atmosphere sheer joy the early days 
the San Francisco Examiner that has rarely been 
matched any newsroom. But later was fight 
the Guild because threatened his absolute power, and 
executives began realize that high salaries kept them 
firmly the Chief’s grip. His top editor, Arthur Bris- 
bane, had the gifts and brains become newspaper 
legend; but became instead the most famous Hearst 
stooge, and left estate worth $25 million. was 
true that Hearst man sold his soul, least the price 
was good. 


politician, Hearst was consistent failure, though 
was elected Congress from easy district and 
narrowly missed being elected mayor New York 
(Tammany apparently stole the election). was 
handicapped his egotistical nature and his expedi- 
ency, his passion run the whole show his terms, 
his failure patient win loyal friends. Few 
the candidates backed, from Bryan MacArthur, 
managed win either. But was decisive influence 
nominating one president (FDR, incredibly, because 
Hearst’s hatred for Smith) and the power his 
papers protected him from retaliation and won him 
consistent respect, not love, from politicians. 


Certain evaluation such man perhaps impossible. 
Mr. Swanberg wisely balances the failures, the schem- 
ing, the inconsistency and falsehood with the man’s 
“awesome vigor, industry, capability and 
His crippling weakness was instability, vacillation, his 
inability anchor his thinking few basic, rocklike 
truths that were immovable his heart. The tragedy 
Hearst was that had all the equipment for first- 
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rank eminence except the most vital ingredient all. 
was Rembrandt struck color-blind, Stradivarius 
out tune.” 


Hearst was, the author indicates, awesome loser, 
marriage, politics and even journalism. But his 
stature can measured what tried, and his 
vast courage. for monuments, the most lasting will 
not San Simeon even the sticky burden enter- 
tainment that put modern journalism. may 
well superb biographies such this one. 


James Arnold, 
School Journalism, 
Marquette University 


Cahn, Edmond 
The Predicament Democratic Man 
Macmillan. Sept. 25,1961. 195p. $3.95. (I) 


The predicament democratic man his acute sense 
guilt. The government which has set em- 
body his ideals and perform his purpose appears 
have become case continual moral infection. His 
predicament worse than politically dangerous; 
Cahn, author The Moral Decision and The Sense 
Injustice (Book Find Club choice 1955) explores 
this dilemma and comes with some reassuring and 
optimistic leads way out it. 


really possible live under democratic govern- 
ment without becoming morally contaminated? Author 
Cahn feels that this ultimate political question posed 
often and left the air rhetorical. find prac- 
tical answer, one must exercise his intellect and judg- 
ment first divide the subject matter according the 
most fundamental distinctions. Once this done, the 
whole irksome predicament appears manageable 
and tolerable. this book, the distinctions are made 
all the way down the line and the guilt laid each 
culprit’s door. 


have here neither anthology juridical deci- 
sions couched precise language, nor succession 
memorable anecdotes about criminal cases great legal 
minds. Both these are used, nevertheless, great 
advantage illuminating the intriguing questions 
which must necessarily remain abstract. There are in- 
cluded also thorough examinations conscience both 
for the voter and for the public servant. The clarity 
style, the erudite level, the admirable aphorisms, and 
the weighty thought tempered with wit makes this book 
delight. The Christian, for that matter the reader 
any faith, may wince occasional misuses words: 
religious mystics are casually lumped with quietists and 
the two groups are linked with Brook Farm experi- 
ments; words like creed, dogma, and orthodoxy are used 
illustrate constrictions the free play intelli- 
gence; metaphysical reasoning mentioned morbid 
symptom with which citizens are not encouraged 
occupy themselves when comes questions guilt. 
Actually these are only flaws and not affect the 
validity either the author’s reasoning conclusions. 
The mood the book indeed healthy and opti- 
mistic that invites contrast with anti-intellectual, 
guilt-ridden works the existentialist vein. Mr. Cahn’s 
reassuring conclusions and exhortations better qual- 
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ity judgment, honor, courage, and associability are 
tame indeed the face stark Dostoievskian accu- 
sation Rouault engraving. the end, the reader 
might feel that his own guilt, analyzed and appor- 
tioned out him, watered down dilution that 
not quite proportion the nagging concentration 
angoisse still his soul. 


This book real contribution the philosophy 
justice, focusing moral problem which has arisen 
only during the past century and half. The surface 
philosophy plowed with ponderously wise and 
pertinent quotations from Madison, Adams, Jefferson, 


Dewey, Locke, Hume, and Tocqueville. may 
hoped that the author had explored the depths the 


perennial ethical problem for more orthodox Hebrew 
point view, for has been lecturer the Hebrew 
University Jerusalem. The manner urbane, in- 
quiring, and honest; the matter orderly, inclusive, 
and practical. One cannot lay down this stimulating 
book without wishing know the author personally, 
either teacher partner good conversation. 


Brother F.S.C., 
Salle, College, 
Bacolod, Negros Occ., Philippines 


And We, the People 
$4.50. 


Tim 


Kenedy. Sept. 14, 1961. 248p. 


Open your atlas the South Pacific and locate the 


island New Britain. 
Guinea. Now divide the island into four zones ap- 
proximately the same size. The third one from the left 
inhabited, along with others, primitive tribe 
known the Mengens. 
labored missionary for ten years. This the area 
which writes. 


The title derived from the Mengen description 
themselves, Mengen meaning, “We, the People.” The 
author’s foreword cautions the reader not expect 
hair raising adventures. describes his work 
casual glance daily events. 


life with them, and the love for his people. His writ- 
ing displays thorough knowledge his people. The 
Irish heart pours out when relating that the average 
parishioner had enough food for only six months, half 


enough for another three, and were hungry for the 


maining three. These periods were neither seasonally 


nor clear cut, but were intermingled throughout 


year. Sickness and death are archenemies because they 
terminate joyous living. thought knew his 
Christians but admits was never certain they left 
sorcery completely. his contention that the natives 
are primitive because their code living results from 


the past without planning for the future. The 
tive allows the world mold and dominate him, while 


the progressive man tries mold and dominate the 
world about him. 


Further editing could have eliminated the repetition 
names completely foreign the average reader. 
terest the book may limited students 
ogy, anthropology, geography, missiology, and theology: 


Bernard Hrico, 
Newcastle, Pennsylvania 
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Hanson, Lawrence and Elisabeth 

Impressionism: Golden Decade, 1872-1882 
Holt, Rinehart Winston. Aug. 21, 1961. 268p. $5.00. 
Mathey, Francois The Impressionists 
Praeger. Sept. 27,1961. 290p. $5.75. 


The authors Impressionism preface their account 
with the comic-opera duel between Manet and Duranty 
the forest St. Germain-in-Laye February 1870. 
There follow biographical sketches the leading im- 
pressionists, Manet, Degas, Pissarro, Monet, and 
quatre. short chapter consisting chronology 
events which affected the painters during the disas- 
trous Franco-Prussian War leads the final chapter 
the “golden decade” when these struggling painters 
finally won acceptance and acclaim. The eight-page 
swatch black-and-white photographic illustrations 
inadequate, say the least, since color the very 
spirit impressionism. Indeed, the Hansons seem 
more interested the rather casual not say 
scandalous private lives the impressionists rather 
other hand, the Mathey book little concerned with 
the personal lives the painters and much more ori- 
ented discussion their theories and techniques; 
total 172, and many the black-and-white illustra- 
tions illustrate the brush techniques rather than try 
serve samples the finished works. 
structed chronology and selected bibliography and 
index make The Impressionists much the more valu- 
able book, for library and for personal use. 


Van Doren, Mark The Happy Critic 
Hilland Wang. Sept. 18,1961. 177p. $3.50. 


“Art cannot praised except those who have the 
language.” And the good critic has also wisdom, “the 
fullest, most natural, the freest and happiest sense 
what And free from the delusion that 
can explain everything the author treats.” 
might add, free, too, jargon that obscures the 
text, parasitism that drains the vigor the text, 
egotism that bypasses the text except insofar 
illuminates the critic’s theory. 
Mark Van Doren more than measures the speci- 
fications sets for the “happy critic” this singularly 
happy choice lectures and essays drawn chiefly from 
the last ten years and dealing with both literary theory 
and literary works. Their range considerable. 
Meet opposites like Whitman and Thomas Hardy 
Poet, whose limitations lie less too much optimism 
too much pessimism than simply too much— 
itman’s “great little poems” are unwarrantably neg- 
lected; Hardy, although “no poet 
Selected Poems (which has actually just appeared 
under John Crowe Ransom’s editorship). But graver 
Weakness than Whitman’s “putty plastic 
wood” his double lack sense evil and sense 
humor. Although Hardy’s was irony,” 
and pain and gloom and barrenness made his uni- 
yet possessed nice sense the absurd,” and 
there was true love, too, thing that mechanism 
not explain.” Thomas Mann and Cervantes 
are shown the wholeness vision that distinguishes 


245 


the artist and whose nature belongs communi- 
cate insight. interesting that each instance 
critical approval notes the narrative strength the 
writer under discussion. This evidently impor- 
tant presupposition, for “The Possible Importance 
Poetry” has reminded that “poetry’s chief business 
the business story—of mankind motion” with 
Aristotelian beginning, middle and end. The round- 
ing thus achieved more than self-subsistent sequence. 
would embrace total human experience, tragedy and 
comedy, which the preface calls “different and yet the 
same” “twin ways dealing with human error: 
the only concern story when serious.” Joseph 
and His Brothers called Comedy Four Parts,” 
and Don Quixote the longest and most searching 
essay “must elude even its subtlest commentator” since 
“the truth about this gentleman stranger than fiction 
can permit itself “merely gives him 
The most nearly explicit formulation the ar- 
tist’s need cope with his human material its frank 
context original sin and spiritual destiny occurs 
“Poets and Trimmers.” Poetry fiercely 
[is] somehow the conqueror time,” but “the modern 
poet strangulates univere populated entirely 
trimmers” (like Dante’s ante-hell). 


“The Happy who “may not know what litera- 
ture does know how lives and breathes, and 
how can make happy.” Serious and capable 
joy, the wise elder offers with good humored detach- 
ment judgments that reassure (“Translation keeps liter- 
ature going the world.”) and aphorisms charged 
with deep conviction and all the unwritten reasons for 
it. are grateful that Dr. Van Doren sees fit 
perpetuate these papers. 

Mother Mary Anthony, 

Rosemont College, 

Rosemont, Pennsylvania 


Heilbrun, Carolyn 
The Garnett Family: The History Literary 
Family 

Macmillan. Sept. 11,1961. 214p. $5.00. (Ila) 


This very scholarly study the Garnetts: the elder 
Richard, the younger Richard, Edward, Constance, and 
David (in brief epilogue), complete with footnotes, 
appendix, and index. it, Miss Heilbrun, after tracing 
the family history from its fountainhead, Ralph de- 
Gernet, Norman knight who came either with the 
Conqueror shortly afterward,” presents some de- 
tail biographical and character studies the Garnetts 
mentioned above. 


The author begins with the following: 


This the history literary family. The Garnetts are 
members the intellectual aristocracy, that peculiarly Eng- 
lish phenomenon, which first arose the beginnings the 
nineteenth century, when members families intellectual 
distinction began intermarry and produce outstand- 
ing scholars, teachers, artists, and civil servants. Taking 
positions every part the English intellectual world, they 
challenged the moral standards the class above them, and 
the same time changed profoundly the opinion the 
upper middle class which they belonged. This intellectual 
aristocracy has flourished over hundred years because the 
many marriages between talented members its families 
have often produced remarkably able and gifted children. 


The remaining pages her book are concerned with 
demonstrating the truth that statement, with the 
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stories the Garnetts the evidence. These sketches 
are studded with copious quotations from their letters, 
biographical and critical studies, letters friends 
strangers, and memoirs. the final analysis, the in- 
tent prove that the Garnetts wielded and are still 
wielding tremendous influence modern British 
literature: its realism, its amorality, its “reasonable” 
acceptance life purely biological phenomenon, 
its spoofing the prudery Victorian beliefs the 
stories taught about Christ, the Blessed Virgin, life after 
death. 
Miss Heilbrun has done fairly good job bringing 
this mass materials together. However, her style 
scholarly rather than interesting lively; her organiza- 
tion loose; she repeats herself frequently and labors 
certain contentions with excessive documentation. (This 
especially true when she controverting some ad- 
verse statement which has been made biographer 
critic her beloved Garnetts.) 
This book unquestionably thorough study, and 
will prove for its wealth quotations, 
especially from formerly unpublished materials—to the 
student British literature. Too, presents unique 
point view: the role the librarian, critic, pub- 
lisher’s reader, publisher, translator the develop- 
ment literary trends, especially when members 
family follow one another such pursuits, which are 
intimately connected with literary output, and when 
such individuals are basically agreeable concerning the 
freedom the artist select his own materials, 
choose his own milieu, himself his presenta- 
tion, above the conventional limitations (morals) 
his time (or any time, for that matter). 

Oscar Bouise, Litt.D., 

Xavier University, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


Fields, Gracie Sing 
Doubleday. Sept. 15,1961. 216p. $3.95. (I) 

British bowler hat fish-and-chips, Gracie 
Fields first began convulsing audiences with her music 
hall antics back 1915 and remains, date, one 
the most loved entertainers the Western Hemisphere. 
Her autobiography, Sing Go, will never win 
literary award and probably will “panned” the 
more sophisticated critics but the average reader will 
enjoy enormously. simplicity, humor and in- 
credible honesty, Miss Fields unfolds the story 
unschooled mill-hand who, one day, was receive the 
Order Commander the British Empire from 
King George and was dine the White House with 
the President the United States. gifted mimic, 
Miss Fields has keen ear and sharp eye. re- 
sult, she gives vitality and color the people, places 
and experiences she discusses and establishes remark- 
able rapport with her readers. 


Although the book contains many fascinating character 
sketches, none more delightful than that Gracie’s 
indestructible mother, Jenny, ambitious woman who 
determined that her family would “go oop the world, 
oop not down!” Nor will the reader easily forget the 
author’s deep gratitude for the unquestioning loyalty 
and devotion audiences gave her throughout the years. 
One example particularly touching. Shortly before 
Miss Fields and her husband, who was Italian citi- 
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zen, were leave London for series engagements 
Canada and the United States, Italy declared war 
against England. When the couple actually sailed for 
America begin the tour, British newspapers screamed 
that the star had deserted her country and had 
gled fortune money and jewels out England. 
Branded traitor the press, she was coldly and 
publicly snubbed the mayor Toronto when, with 
two movie stars, she appeared there for charity 
fit. Completely shaken the attack, she heard the 
huge crowd begin shout “We’re with you Gracie! 
Sing Always England,’ Gracie.” 
Choked with tears, she stumbled forward but the words 
wouldn’t come. Then “like great, warm and helping 
hand,” the crowd began sing and carried her along 
until, free last, her big voice clearly and confidently 
soared out above the throng and finished the song. The 
trusting public had vindicated “their Gracie” 
fore the Financial Secretary the Treasury issued 
statement branding the news stories completely 
alse. 

During the past few years book-stalls have been flooded 
with biographies, autobiographies and “told-to” 
stories flamboyantly egotistical entertainers. Gracie 
Fields refreshing exception the tedious rule 
cause not once does she “drop name,” strike pose 
forget who she really is, the daughter Lancashire 
mill-hand who learned the very beginning that “with 
music, hard work, laughter and the love God, you 
can make everything come right time.” Warm, 
amusing and sometimes unashamedly sentimental, Sing 
makes one rather proud the human race 
—after all, that race produced “our Gracie”! 


Sister Gregory, O.P., 
Rosary College, 
River Forest, 


Duncan, Bob The Voice Strangers 
Doubleday. Sept. 22,1961. 359p. $4.50. (Ila) 


This novel dedicated man, Henry Rector, life long 


missionary Japan, engrossing and amusing. 
good picture the woes foreigner trying live 
amongst and get through the Japanese. Rector 
dured internment and persecution during the war, 
his wife result her imprisonment, and returned 
Japan take again the work evangelization 
which had dedicated his life. The scene the story 
the post war period the outskirts Tokyo 
Protestant mission compound with its school, hall 
worship, printing press and residence. One learns 
poor Rector’s antecedents only through his reflections 
the good old pre-war days. 
The author builds his hero contrast with his 
Japanese opponents, the town political boss and 
munist agitator who tried wreck his mission and his 
life work: policy conflicts between Rector and 
stairs, the resident secretary the Mission Board; and 
portrayal the sympathetic leadership gives 
the fledgling missionary couples, the Fletchers and the 
Johnsons, sent him assistants for orientation. 
Fletcher and Johnson, despite their zeal and good 
tentions, manage make Rector’s already desperate 
situation very much worse. 


The story not much delineation the 


Oct 


age, 

ener 
miss 
feet. 
boak 


say, 


Mar 
sevel 
Faus 
hims 
nove 
from 
years 


Any 
thou 
the 
years 
but 
more 
coulc 
work 


sulta 
auth 
study 
dilige 


| The 


impli 
years 
pligh 
Gern 
whor 
quen 
made 
wrote 
were 

June 

hi: 
Presic 
the 
when 


anr 
chest 


SELLERS 


agements 
ared war 
sailed for 
screamed 
smug- 
England. 
and 
with 
rity 
the 
Gracie! 
Gracie.” 
words 
helping 
her along 
ong. The 
issued 


flooded 

Gracie 
rule 
pose 
ancashire 
hat “with 
God, you 

Warm, 
ntal, Sing 
man race 


O.P., 


Strangers 
life long 
live 
war, lost 
lization 
the story 
hall 
learns 
reflections 


with his 
and his 
and 
oard; and 
gives 
and the 
tion. 
good 


desperate 


how 


7 


| 


1961 


generous, wise and persevering old man, despite his 
age, poor health and insuperable difficulties, outwits his 
enemies and notwithstanding the opposition the field 
secretary and the Mission Board, succeeds saving his 
mission and setting his two proteges firmly their 
feet. Anyone familiar with Japan, while reading this 
boak, will shake his head many times and smile and 
say, “how true, how true.” 


Aloysius Miller, 
Sophia University, 
Tokyo, Japan 


Mann, Thomas The Story Novel 
Knopf. Aug. 242p. $4.00. 


January 29, 1947, Thomas Mann, the age 
seventy-two, wrote the final line his novel Doktor 
Faustus. This present book the story, told Mann 
himself, how came write his world-renowned 
novel. The facts the genesis Faustus are taken 
from the diaries which Mann kept during the three 
years and eight months composition. 


Anyone who has even put pen paper express his 
thoughts and feelings will appreciate Thomas Mann’s 
account his own desperate efforts bring birth 
the book that evolving within his soul. For many 
years Mann had considered the idea Faust novel 
but had always found excuses for putting off 
more opportune time. was the time his exile 
the United States during World War that 
could longer resist the inspiration carry out this 
work which considered would the last great effort 
his life. But inspiration itself not sufficient 
produce great work art. casual reader may 
surprised find that much hard work, study and con- 
sultation into the creation work fiction. 
Mann’s Doktor Faustus required the part the 
author expert’s knowledge musicology. the 
study this science applied himself with great 
diligence during the whole time composition. 


The Story Novel, however, more than its title 
implies. actually autobiography four crucial 
years the physical and psychical life the author. 
Mann, native German, was deeply affected the 
plight his Fatherland World War II. was 
violently anti-Hitler but was full sympathy for the 
German people. and his fellow expatriates, among 
whom were Franz Werfel and Bruno Frank, would fre- 
quently discuss the fortunes the war. Mann himself 
made many radio broadcasts back Germany and 
wrote many articles the German situation which 
were published both this country and abroad. 
June 23, 1944, became American citizen. 

merican was extremely proud his country and 
his president. Several passages the book praise 
President Roosevelt for his strategy and vigor waging 
the war. And there expression heartfelt grief 
when news Roosevelt’s death received. 


When the Faust novel was about two-thirds finished, 

ann’s ill health caused physicians recommend 
chest surgery. With all the wonder child visiting 
Mann describes his experiences Chicago 
hospital. greatly impressed the skill and kind- 
the doctors and the charm the nurses and 
attendants. But the weeks roll becomes im- 
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patient with his inactivity and longs get back 
work his novel. From then his work continues 
steadily completion. 


While the book interesting because its insight into 
the mind great and creative novelist and its inti- 
mate look into his life, nevertheless not very read- 
able. This due part the fact that preserves 
too much the staccato writing diary and part, 
seems, the English translation. The translation 
seems preserve many the unwieldy German sen- 
tences which make difficult reading English. 


Clement Petrick, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Brooks, Van Wyck 

From the Shadow the Mountain 
Dutton. Sept. 6,1961. 202p. $4.50. 
This the last volume Van Wyck Brooks’ auto- 
biography. covers the period his life from 1931 
the present. this book describes his travels 
throughout the United States, Ireland, England and the 
Continent. His reflections throughout these various 
travels are interesting, although they are based 
New England oriented outlook. Mr. Brooks describes 
his meetings and sporadic conversations with many 
the outstanding artists, literary and otherwise, the 
past half the twentieth century. 
The author also discusses the “new critics” and the 
difference critical point view held himself and 
them. also discusses the “new” literature the 
1940’s and 1950’s and indicates that although feels 
that worth while, not rooted what re- 
gards the American Heritage. 


Finally, describes his preparation for and his work 
his Makers and Finders, describing his purpose 
producing this opus. 


Although the latest Mr. Van Wyck Brooks’ books 
commended for certain clarity style, ap- 
pears lack interest for the general reading public. 
the other hand, may well great interest the 
“followers” this remarkable author. 


Robert Lodge, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Bevington, Helen 

When Found, Make Verse 
Simon and Schuster. Sept. 13, 1961. 314p. $4.50. (Ila) 
When Found, Make Verse very unusual book. 
the author, writer light verse well pro- 
fessor English Duke University, has done exactly 
what her title suggests: she has collected materials from 
readings, travels, conversations, and just everyday ex- 
periences; she has recorded them, and, when sufficiently 
moved, has made verse about them. The result 
some the most interesting and enjoyable reading this 
reviewer has done during the summer months. 
The range subject matter best indicated the 
titles the twelve sections: Diaries and Journals; 
Modern Poetry; Light Verse; Poetry Itself; 
the Oddities Authors; the Art Letter Writ- 
ing; the Ways Live and Ways Die; the 
Change Sky; People; the Countryside; the 
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Education Myself; and The World Book. Within 


each section there much variety and range observa- 
tion and comment. 


Miss Bevington’s prose-verse ‘notebook’ combines excel- 
lent prose with witty verse,—chatty, lively, almost bril- 
liant prose with verse that always clever and delight- 
ful, though seldom deserves the name poetry. The 
truth the matter that her prose better poetry 
than her verse is, and that the way she intended 
be. Her pictures nature—no matter where she 
has been, she has the knack bringing the picture 
home all its glory—are magnificent poetry the 
highest order. Her verse, the other hand, has that 
‘turn’ which makes the satirist effective, the humorist 
funny. 

word warning, however: this book for the 
sophisticated audience. The individual who does not 
know the great literary figures the places the Beving- 
tons are intimate with may miss some the relish 
which the initiated may find. There are, though, some 
pieces general nature, like the stories about the 
kittens the pigs, the “ants like the figure 3”; 
those about her children youthful lovers, which con- 
tain pleasures for all; but those are the minority. 


Gilbert Highet calls this “the commonplace book 


Oscar Bouise, Litt.D., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Mullen, James Against the Goad 


Dr. Mullen, Associate Professor Management 
Temple University, and the father five children, 
may the most complimentary sense the term 
called average American. was born into what 
the time was our most prevalent class: white, Protes- 
tant and “middle” the social, economic and educa- 
tional zones. Now thirty-seven, was non-com- 
batant Naval officer World War II. His university 
education, disrupted the war, embraced both com- 
merce and the liberal arts, English literature included. 


Although Thomas Merton man whom the au- 
thor with reason aware, (as will seen later), Against 
the Goad and The Seven Storey Mountain are both 
contrasting and complementary. Merton’s European 
background, his intense preoccupation with the humani- 
ties and his brilliant prose style are lacking the pres- 
ent work. What one comes appreciate instead 
steadiness, candid and even somtimes wry reportage 
Dr. Mullen’s wanderings into the environs the 
Church—and then in. The early objections, doubts 
and intellectual difficulties long since familiar con- 
verts from Protestantism are all here. There little 
the hectic and indeed much the everyday this 
tale conversion. Yet since the author both intel- 
ligent and quietly imaginative, Against the Goad de- 
finitely triumphs over the humdrum which such 
inescapable part his life—and ours. 

The circumstances each convert are unique, and one 
does not recall any other whose father was lapsed 
Catholic and eventual wife cradle Catholic. should 
noted, however, that the author’s father had become 
indifferent, not hostile the Church. was his Pres- 
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byterian mother, conscientious but uninformed 
tian, whose polite condescension toward Catholicism 
inevitably influenced the son. for his wife—a vivid 
and remarkable personality—the predominate influence 
was that precept rather than persuasion. (Only once, 
when her husband proposed joining the Unitarian 
church, did Irene’s Celtic temper prevail. She flatly 
refused agree that the sect was Christian. Her hus 
band did not join it—) 

Irene Marie Quinlan, good dancer and social mixer 
coed, was the granddaughter labor organizer. 
She was firm New Dealer and anti-racist. And 
until the imminent birth their first child, she taught 
school for retarded Negro children. The Mullens, 
deeply and steadily love, enjoyed state mutual 
tact and forbearance. For one time the young hus 
band thought the Church difficult and, for himself, 
impossible, while all times the young wife prayed 
and patiently hoped. She understood the young man’s 
decision shop around—at (high) Episcopal services, 
back Presbyterian church, and, course, with the 
Unitarians (whose cultural interests intrigued 
But nothing, began appear, conveyed the 
sion true Christian reality but the Church. This was 
certainly vexatious discovery first, but after one 
false start with apparently “eager” priest, Dr. Mul- 
len settled down instruction with sympathetic and 
leisurely mentor. 


For the biographical “facts” here omitted, hoped 
that Dr. Mullen’s excellent odyssey will find its way 
into libraries and homes—and read. For this 
forward yet dexterous dialog contemporary Ameri- 
can route the Church should not missed. Nor 
should the incident, crucial Dr. Mullen relates it, 
omitted which has with Merton’s Seeds 
Contemplation. Here, almost chance exploration 
Trappist meditations, Dr. Mullen experienced 
acute realization the reality and truth the Church. 


Winston, Clara The Hours Together 
Lippincott. Sept. 319p. $4.95. (IIb) 


The Hours Together may supposed the story 
Dr. Frederick Firstmann and his wife that 
Morton Kersh, but actually neither, because 
either case incomplete and the reader left with 
the feeling that met these characters some kind 
vague dream. course are not quite sure 
the author intended leave this impression not, 
but she did she succeeded admirably her intention. 


Dr. Firstmann and his wife, Luise, are living 
apartment New York when meet them. They 
originally hailed from Vienna and everything the 
New World strange them. fact the American 
way life constantly puzzle and surprise them. 
they seldom venture out-of-doors except for 
occasional short walk the park, their main contact 
with this way life through the doctor’s patients 
and Mrs. Firstmann’s son former marriage. But 
the doctor has limited the son’s visits one month, 
believes that this the completely proper 
their opinions America are formed the 
from what learns from his patients. for 
she forms opinions, but accepts her husband’s inter 
pretations all times and always trying 
prove her mind. 
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Dr. Firstmann’s practice the field “Psychiatric 
Counseling and Life Guidance,” but not very 
lucrative one and Mrs. Firstmann’s son contributes 
their support. The practice grows little from time 
time, however, and the doctor confident that book 
has written will marvellous success. fact 
the doctor has many illusions. 


The glimpses get the doctor’s patients are very 
few. The only one are introduced any great 
length Morton Kersh, young engineer who mar- 
ried and has two boys. quite young 
man, who married for sexual reasons and now more 
than little disillusioned about the happiness 
found such union. tells the doctor his whole 
life’s history, far can remember and leaves 
wishing times that Mrs. Winston might have had 
him treat the intimate side his marriage more 
delicately. But can only suppose she trying 
give the doctor and the reader really complete picture 
the American way life. 


Altogether the picture painted for The Hours 
Together quite gloomy. Neither the doctor, his wife 
nor any his patients arrive any satisfactory con- 
clusion what life, lived America any 
place else, all about. Their lives are purposeless and 
meaningless and hope that this not the author’s 
real conception life. that may, are still 
left wondering what the purpose this book does 
serve any purpose? 


Mairin Elias, 
Garwood, New Jersey 
Fuchs, Vivian Antarctic Adventure 
Dutton. Sept. 14,1961. 190p. $3.95. (1) 


The crossing Antarctica land, distance 2,158 
miles days, was one the most noteworthy ex- 
ploratory feats our time. For was made over 
continent that covered almost entirely with snow and 
ice, and cold that human person land animal 
can live there permanently. 


The success this Commonwealth Trans-Antarctic 
xpedition, was called from the governments 
England, New Zealand, Australia and South Africa 
that sponsored it, was due many factors. The cloth- 
ing and food were selected with meticulous care; the 
tractors were subjected the most rigorous climatic 
tests the laboratories. Though the actual crossing 
was scheduled for late November, 1957, headquarters 
were set 1955 Shackleton, the starting-point, 
and 1956 Scott, the ultimate destination. From 
these two bases men took off aeroplanes with dog- 
teams charter the quickest and safest course, and 
also leave food and machinery clearly-designated 
depots along the route. And last but means least 
were the members the expedition. Naturally they 
men courage looking for adventure. (The best 
known was Sir Edmund Hillary, the conqueror Mt. 
But since the principal purpose the ex- 
Pedition was scientific, those selected were also spe- 
medicine, piloting aeroplane, operating 

But, Sir Vivian Fuchs the leader and author this 


book frankly admits, one could foresee the obstacles 
that awaited them. example, hut that they 
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thought could built six weeks actually took six 
months; dangerous crevasses appeared the most un- 
likely places; the tractors broke down some crucial 
moments and the drivers narrowly escaped death; the 
different machines had roped together like moun- 
taineers for part the journey; times the weather 
was atrocious that the takeoff and landing 
aeroplane was hair-raising experience. 


enjoyed this book immensely and think other readers 
also will. contains addition some magnificent color 
pictures the scenery Antarctica and excellent 
drawings illustrating incidents the journey. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Spock, Benjamin Dr. Spock Talks With Mothers 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 29, 1961. 306p. $5.00. (Ila) 


The name Dr. Benjamin Spock much house- 
hold word mothers today are Spic Span 
For the modern mother would steer safe course 
the rearing her children, she would well listen 
the doctor’s sane, middle-of-the-road advice. 


Since 1954, Dr. Spock has been writing articles monthly 
for the Ladies’ Home Journal: about half these 
essays were brought date and enlarged from those 
articles. This not substitute for the popular The 
Common Sense Book Baby and Child Care; the 
contrary, supplement it. For this excellent 
work treats “growth and guidance,” and the psycho- 
logical changes that take place child from baby- 
hood adolescence. 

While this not blueprint how handle one’s 
children, still valuable book. For under- 
stand that before six child tremendously emotion- 
ally dependent his parents; and from six twelve 
each little being tries emancipate himself somewhat 
from his father and mother, our worries are assuaged 
when these characteristics reveal themselves our own 
children’s behavior. 


Dr. Spock leans heavily Dr. Freud’s interpretation 
the Oedipus complex, and his explanations seem 
reasonable. But difficult for the layman evalu- 
ate this psychiatric explanation: one must decide 
accept discard the author’s authority. 


The topics covered the book are many. The child’s 
health, his position the family, discipline, behavior 
problems, the turning the world outside, and, most 
important all, the strains adolescence. 


This last section seems the best, although may not 
appeal the parents without teen-age rhildren. But 
many eccentric behaviors this period are explained 
that particularly helpful, one willing accept 
all Dr. Spock’s premises. 


The author says: 


the raising boy through the adolescent years, father 
obviously has more important and more extensive role 
play than earlier childhood when the mother could 
boy feels that his mother hopelessly out touch with 
the traditions and practices the male world and that it’s 
inappropriate and undignified for him have take much 
his guidance from her.” 
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Such words are reassuring parents rebellious boys. 


The besetting problem delinquency discussed 
length; sociological and psychological causes, its treat- 
ment and prevention. you have, any rare chance, 
forgotten your own growing up, these reminders will 
recall your mind, and make you heedful the 
stresses older child. Thus, you are better equipped 
help him. 

not easy job, any it. Coping with bed- 
wetter, dawdler, poor eater are hard enough, 
but what about “going steady,” teen-age idols, 
and the irritating ways these young Many 
suggestions are here, and the book can referred 
often make the task parenthood little easier. 


much has been written recent years advise 
parents, and much confusing and contradictory. 
Parents often not know which way turn, whose 
ideas apply. answer such need, Dr. Spock 
clear, sensible and believable. His tremendous experi- 
ence made available all serious, problem-riddled 
adults. They cannot but benefit from reading his 
words. 

complicated world, nothing more important than 
the correct development our children, with emphasis 
their all-around growth; moral, physical and psycho- 
logical. believe these essays answer great need, and 
contain sound and eminently helpful suggestions. You 
could never spend five dollars more wisely than the 
purchase this book, you are parent. 


Mary Elizabeth Reedy, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Greene, Felix Awakened China 
Sept. 1961. 392p. plus Appendices. $5.95. 


This interesting, colorful, and persuasive account 
reporter’s trip Communist China for four 
months 1960. The book portrays the tremendous 
political, social, and economical upheaval which has 
taken place China. deals with property and pro- 
duction, with religion and morals, with human free- 
dom, with the psychology Communism, with the 
historic case China against the West, and the 
great and mutual misunderstanding China and the 
West, particularly the United States. The work 
recommended even though skilful propaganda be- 
cause good propaganda and uses the best ingredi- 
ent propaganda, factual material. propaganda 
reason the selectivity material and its con- 
trasting settings. The inference all favor the 
Chinese—not necessarily the Communist regime. The 
Chinese have taken meticulous dusting, wear spot- 
less white coats, caught Chinese eye “invariably re- 
sponds with smile.” and all the Chinese are unfail- 
ingly courteous, although certain Western characters 
are portrayed ignorant, one case drunken, boors. 


The most convincing element the book the great 
momentum the Chinese people achieve progress. 
The thesis that the regime merits the supports the 
great majority the people because they are fact 
better off under it. Land and property are the hands 
the people, there freedom religion because the 
constitution says so, and prostitution and dishonesty 
have almost disappeared. There human freedom be- 
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cause there employment. This very strong and 
not illogical argument. The essence human freedom 
freedom what one should do, and China this 
work, not only menial, manual backbreaking work, 
but intellectual and cultural work according promise 
and ability. 


There greatly improved education. line with the 
education the people are receiving there noted our 
author significant psychological change—supported 
figures mental health—that the Communist doc- 
trine the ownership property and its application 
Red China have produced attitude which 
offered sharp contrast the Western view. 
chapter entitled “The Chinese Case” the Chinese view 
presented follows: 
“Within the terms your competitive system you measure 
the degree civilization material wealth; measure 
civilization the quality our relationship with our fellow 
men. relationship and not the possession things 
which the end provides all that most dear and precious 
life” (p. 291). 
The best portrayal the Communist regime that the 
author makes that its skilful and understanding 
leadership. though the regime riding with 
exquisite application power and authority the 
mendous forward movement the Chinese people. 
This any popular government can and should do, 
whether despotic democratic. 


The momentum, the forward striving, the potential 
power, the will and support the people are all con- 
vincing. the misunderstanding, which both con- 
vincing and alarming. What not convincing, least 
this reviewer, that things are bright and rosy 
the author portrays them. 


Robert O’Brien, Ph.D., 
The Pennsylvania State University 


Armonas, Barbara, told Nasvytis 
Leave Your Tears Moscow 
Lippincott. Sept. 222p. $3.95. (Ila) 


Were you ask her occupation, Barbara Armonas 
would serenely say, “Housewife”; but not 
ceived. Overpowering impact the anomaly 
past and her present compels the reader through the 
pages her story. Suspense surges with the quietly 
limned horror every page. Her voice prosaic, even 
homely. simple housewife,” you say. Her house, 
however, stood smack-dab the middle 
Soviet battlefield. the hurt wonderment all 
innocent victims these former allies who had 
falling-out 1941, she presents the unadorned 
tion nightmare begun when the communist 
triumphed. Her story has faulty awkward 
tion, but without literary conceits artifice. 


1940 Barbara, Lithuanian wife American from 
Cleveland, was trapped between emigration 
tape and the Red Army which, jackal-like, was savaging 
her native land while the civilized world was distract 

with its supposedly only enemy, the Nazi. Through 
tear-blurred eyes she watched her husband and 
ter entrain for Berlin and the words 
with understatement she recounts how she and 
baby boy joined millions deported cattle cars 

miles into Siberia. Food parcels from her husband 
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foiled the Soviet planner’s intention, her death. Three 
years later she was sentenced years the NKVD 
slave-labor empire where million estimated 
million prisoners financed their own imprisonment. 
Her husband’s parcels brought the Soviet Union over 
$3,000.00 duty fees alone. This slave-labor slice 
Soviet economy yielded 17% Soviet capital, 
more than enough finance Khrushchev’s rocketry. 


Barbara Armonas, who escaped “by accident” 1959, 
asks what good could tell her years torn 
away from her husband and daughter, her 
years deprived her growing boy. 


“Hundreds books have already been written,” she 
says, these numbing compilations Red barbarities. 
Insistent voices like hers, however, must never silence 
their accuse!” until Krushchev’s grandchildren can 
live human dignity, until myriad Soviet “Eichmanns” 
answer for their crimes against all humanity, crimes 
that make the Nazi atrocities pale. 


Chaplain (Major) William V.O’Connor, 
Army Chaplain Board, 
Fort George Meade, Maryland 


Aten, Marion and Arthur Orrmont 
Last Train Over Rostov Bridge 
Messner. Sept. 337p. $4.95. (IIb) 


American fighter pilot, the late Captain Marion 
“Bunny” Aten, D.F.C., with tape recorder collabo- 
rated with fiction writer, Arthur Orrmont, recount 
his “footnote history” Quentin Reynolds his 
foreword tags this book. 


the grisly and despairing death throes Russian 
democracy occur Civil War (1918-1920), our Cap- 
tain Aten flew cover for the White Armies retreating 
from Orel, 200 miles from Moscow and their deepest 
penetration into the Red heartland. “Bunny,” flying 
his battered and testy old WWI Camel with Squadron 
R.A.F. from trackside makeshift airfields along the 
Moscow-Kharkov line, must have had much wider 
view and perspective this ill-fated front and war 
than this book. 
Since 1917, whenever any power has intervened against 
the Communists, intervention has been either (1) 
“notes protest” (2) the precisely lethal amount 
intervention—enough encourage revolt, resistance 
invasion but always limited punctually with- 
drawn insure catastrophe for the freedom fighters. 
“Bunny’s” first chapter about his 300 R.A.F. compan- 
ions’ contribution this debacle begins slow “pub- 
crawl” from Piccadilly, Paris, the mise-en-scene 
Russia. Unsparingly details cute con- 
vention” antics, alcoholic braggadocio, and “who got 
sick all over whom.” It’s chore pushing through the 
Hollywood props and characters: the mink-draped re- 
fugee countesses, aristocratic count and his diamond- 
renched countess. Others unquestionably type-casted 
are: the familiar loyal-but-venal batman, Sergeant Cow- 
derill, curmudgeon “badie” named General Dudgeon, 
the indelible Kitty, company commander, 
beautiful but vodka-and-blood thirsty. The final straw 
break the Camel flyer’s heart that exhausted old 
bit: boy-meets-Nina “Noble Nurse”; boy-loses- 
Nina; boy-finds Nina; Nina punctually expires allowing 
‘boy” make the last train over Rostov Bridge. 
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that only desultory descriptions action: straf- 
ing, raids, dogfights with Red airmen, and only small 
intimations the tragedy-in-the-making for all man- 
kind survive these vapid pages. History surfaces 
momentarily shallow flood vodka, champagne 
and gallons rum inundates this story. True, Flight 
personnel may occasionally conjecture that, were 
General Wrangel command the White Army instead 
General Deniken, they might have been Moscow 
Christmas. But meanwhile, back the bar, as- 
sorted Tommies, “Bunnies” and “Colly’ two drink 
gallant toasts their interpreters, faithful-to-the-death 
native retainers sacrificed the omnivorous Reds. 
case point, their beloved Liaison Officer, Lt. 
Gregoriev abandoned the Rostov Hospital. Trotsky’s 
efficient Red Terror drenched the place with petrol and 
fired with its thousands patients. 

Less “rum show” and much “happier 
for the valiant Captain—a memorial worthy him— 
would have scaled level higher than movie- 
land’s. History this book not. fiction, much 
too overloaded with pat situations and two-dimensional 
figures for even the intrepid “Bunny” get off the 


ground. 
William O’Connor 


Yesenin-Volpin, Alexandr Leaf Spring 
Praeger. July 28, 1961. 173p. $3.00. (1) 


“There freedom the press Russia, but who 
can say that there freedom thought?” Thus 
Yesenin-Volpin concludes his rather fragmentary 
article, Free Philasophical Treatise,” which, to- 
gether with the extensive collection original verses 
and some translations from Baudelaire and Poe, consti- 


tute Leaf Spring. 


Alexander Sergeyevich Yesenin-Volpin “is Soviet 
citizen who lived Moscow until his arrest the 
natural son Sergey Yesenin (1895-1925), the famous 
(Russian) lyric 

Because his unorthodox, non-Communist outlook, 
Yesenin-Volpin (better known the USSR out- 
standing mathematician) had been arrested and inter- 
rogated several times the Soviet MVD and sent 
the concentration camp, near Karaganda. His present 
whereabouts are unknown. 


The writings compiled this book, were entrusted 
the author’s friends published abroad. “In Russia,” 
says, “this would impossible.” 


Thus, Leaf Spring may placed together with 
such works Pasternak’s Doctor Zhivago and 
New Class. this light all the scepticism the 
“Treatise” (“In philosophical sense, not believe 
the existence Nature any more than believe 
God.”) may considered simply affective ex- 
pression freedom-loving attitude. Otherwise, des- 
pite his “outstanding logic,” Yesenin-Volpin would 
speak here like the “squared sceptic,” Leon Ploshovsky 
(decadent hero Henryk Sienkiewicz’s Without Dog- 
ma, 1891) who used formulate the same “witty” 
scepticism even about his own lack faith. 

The argument about the “unsuitability our language” 
is, probably, the most interesting the “Treatise.” 
Yesenin-Volpsin says that this “unsuitability” makes 
for “paradise for poetry.” though prove his 
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point, demonstrates his perfect mastery expres- 
sions which are primarily poetic! 
above thought. 
thinking being, place thought 

above life.” 
Undoubtedly, the author Leaf Spring in- 
nate parodist. this respect, his translation “The 
Raven” the Poe brilliant piece. There are very 
few works Russian literature which powerfully 
depict the infamous “time terror.” pity there- 
fore that the English version this translation substi- 
tutes the vague expression “somber Raven” for the 
more explicit original “Black Raven.” “Black Raven” 
the Soviet label for the special police cars frequently 
used NKVD agents their nightly raids and politi- 


cal arrests. 
Oleh 
Institute Russian Studies 
Fordham University 


Davidson, Bill The Real and the Unreal 
Harper. Sept. 13,1961. 274p. $3.95. (IIa) 


Bill Davidson’s supposed study the real and unreal 
aspects magical and mythical Hollywood types 
almost waste time. Davidson has done little more 
than follow the plan Ezra Goodman’s The Fifty-Y ear 
Decline and Fall Hollywood (cf. vol. 20, 471) 
and has strung together series articles prepared for 
popular publication and consumption. Since his wife 
represents Kim Novak, has been provided with the 
necessary publicity lard concerning the actress’ deep 
affection for lavender-colored objects. all sounds very 
familiar when remember the affectations other 
gorgeous publicity hounds. More reality contained 
his comments about Columbia Studios’ late presi- 
dent, Harry Cohn, and his attempts cut out Miss 
Novak’s dating swains who were anathema the 
studio, (e.g., Sammy Davis, Jr.). 

“discover” that Frank Sinatra crazy, mixed- 
crooner who can make friends and enemies, (some- 
times the same people), quickly can remove 
his toupee. The section Hollywood “King” Clark 
Gable (originally published McCall’s) has Gable 
himself deflating much the ballyhoo about him. 
Davidson stresses the unhappy childhood element 
(strangely common stars past and present), the fre- 
quent marriages, and the actor’s earnest search for hap- 
piness, which lurked beneath the rugged, regular guy, 
he-man the screen. This section better than the 
rest. 

The rest consists Davidson’s discussion the machi- 
nations Hollywood press agents protect the “repu- 
tations” their clients, laudatory article the ever- 
green qualities Fred Astaire, some sidelights how 
people get fired Hollywood, analysis the curious 
Hollywood success formula, (where people are either 
talented, have relatives the business, are “pro- 
some top brass), and what Davidson considers 
fair treatment the Ingrid Bergman scandal, (he 
salutes Ernest Hemingway and columnist Leonard 
Lyons for toasting the actress when she had her son 
out wedlock). 

Davidson concentrates briefly, too, tries 
find the meaning behind the success Dick Clark 


Best 


and his American Bandstand show. But Davidson 
seldom gets behind the gyrating fannies and whirling 
bodies which attracted much juvenile and adult 
audience near morons. 

Finally, attacks “the one-dimensional profiles” the 
stars written his contemporaries: Pete Martin for 
The Saturday Evening Post and Sidney Skolsky’s barbs 
from Schwabs. However, Davidson cannot write 
well Martin (which isn’t saying much) and knows 
lot less than Skolsky. The Real and the Unreal seems 


quite phony. 
Robert Roman, 
Bronx, New York 
Hogben, Lancelot Mathematics the Making 
Doubleday. Sept. 320p. $9.95. 


The author the best selling Mathematics for the 
Millions has produced another book intended for the 
general reader interested mathematics. The title 
the book might lead one believe that this work 
history mathematics; however, not much 
history historical approach the sense that the 
achievements the masters mathematics are con- 
sidered pari passu with that their forerunners and 
the historical milieu which they worked. this 
approach the author hopes “bring being new 
humanistic approach learning every level.” 


content, the book consists discussion numbers, 
algebra, geometry, map-making, calculus, probability 
and other subjects—a list which indicates that the book 
not one read hurriedly but rather studied, 
any profit derived from it. The different 
topics are considered from elementary standpoint 
but are treated with thoroughness calculated pre- 
sent challenge. Perhaps, few readers will eliminate 
some sections being too difficult too tiring. the 
latter category would place the discussion figurate 
numbers. 

second feature the wealth drawings, diagrams 
and pictures, (over 400), contained the book. Some 
the drawings are beautifully done and help 
siderably visualizing, e.g., geometric relationships. 
the author’s hope that the illustrations serve ex- 
ploit “visual aids extent yet seriously under- 
taken text-books.” Whether not the “visual 
aids” serve the purpose the author depends great 
deal the reader, for unfortunately the illustrations 
are almost separate entity the book, very few 
ences being made them the text. 

All all, Mathematics the Making fine book 
which many may read profitably refresh their mem- 
ories, obtain new approaches old problems, simply 
gain some insight into the methods and techniques 


mathematics. 
Edward Powers, 
University Scranton 


Keller, Allan Morgan’s Raid 
Bobbs-Merrill. Sept. 25, 1961. 272p. $5.00. 


Recently attention was distracted comment 
that Raid was really nothing but sideshow 
and should never seriously mentioned alongside 
Col. Benjamin Grierson’s raid during Grant’s victorious 
Vicksburg campaign 1863.’ The observation seeme 
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too glib and sounded like many the half-cocked 
generalities which encumber and times suffocate 
what otherwise may commendable work the 
Civil War. Then found myself set review the 
present work which, while readily admitting that John 
Hunt Morgan’s incursion into Indiana and Ohio was 
made relatively mere handful men when com- 
pared the blue hordes set loose against them 
Lincoln, Stanton, Halleck, Rosecrans and Burnside, and 
that the skirmishes from Lebanon, Kentucky, Buf- 
fington Island the Ohio will never dim the awesome 
and bloody grandeur either Gettysburg Cold Har- 
bor, nonetheless the ride through the heart the 
Union mid-west obtained more than meagre results. 


Morgan may never reach the screens with the dash 
Stuart the vivacity cocky Phil Sheridan; 
but long the saga the four-year struggle between 
the Blue and the Gray told and retold, must, be- 
cause his stature, leadership and just plain courage, 
counted among the ‘immortals’ who rode into this 
totally unnecessary ‘irrepressible with verve 
sublime and dedicated cause “lost” otherwise. 
Mr. Keller, like Catton, has not glamorized war 
simple, well-told tale over two thousand hard riding, 
hard drinking ‘gray ghosts,’ under indomitable 
leader named Morgan, who traversed over thousand 
Yankee miles throwing Washington, Louisville, Cincin- 
nati into consternation, the repercussion which was 
discernible far west Chicago and far east 
New York. Just Grierson’s raid made possible Grant’s 
epochal victory Vicksburg, from the pages this 
volume the ride ‘beau Morgan may have 
played major role the last great Confederate victory 
the west the ‘stream blood’ called Chickamauga 
September 1863. Who knows? The important 
item the pages and the heart the matter the 
superb manner which both the protagonists and an- 
tagonists are depicted Americans, both sides, includ- 
ing the civilians along the way, are entirely confused 
over what are called the ‘great issues the war’; but 
all are plain folk acting and reacting the chaotic 
maelstrom swirling about their befuddled heads. 


Berkeley Kines, 


Donald, David and James Randall 
The Divided Union 
Little, Brown. Sept. 572p. $6.50. (Ila) 


1937 the late Professor Randall first gave the lists 
superb American histories his brilliant volume Civil 
War and Reconstruction. Having used this work 
the elective course here, found not only most 
expedient but also the most instructive volume this 
still controversial period our nation’s story. Using 
this his basic content, Professor Donald Princeton 

has with great skill and patience brought his 
colleague’s volume date new work which 
will, feel quite sure, replace the former, not only 
the classroom, but the reading shelves libraries, 
the dens the ‘buffs,’ and the lists ‘must’ read- 
ing the public. well worth the price, only 
for the pleasure having hand splendid com- 
the times during and after the Centennial. 


Everyone this time well aware the flood pervad- 
ing the marketplace essays, brochures, newspages, 
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articles, and books the Civil War; but also keenly 
missing this huge bibliography the modern syn- 
thesis single volume. Now the gap supplied. 
Professor Donald has combed, screened, and finally re- 
fined the enormous amount first and second class 
documents issued since 1937 with master’s touch, 
while the same time avoiding the cardinal sin all 
professional historians: dullness, which has cast into the 
limbo non-readableness many scholarly piece 
historical research and effort. 


What particularly fascinating about this book that 
can read with satisfaction both sides, for the 
causes, well the effects, are handled without the 
fervid purblind enthusiasm either ‘fire-eater’ 
abolitionist. There seldom ever yielding the 
temptation off shallow-end over the more con- 
troversial topics. The text and content are neatly kept 
perspective and true balance. Above all, the editor- 
author has put the military events the Civil War 
about the correct proportions and gives fuller scope 
equally and, times, more important facets the 
fratricidal conflict. 


With the Berlin crisis appalling us, with Russia’s re- 
newal the atomic tests terrorizing us, and with still 
untried leadership the helm, will experience 
for all thinking Americans read carefully this much- 
needed volume. 


Davis, Curtis Carroll The King’s Chevalier 
Bobbs-Merrill. Aug. 442p. $7.50. 


This the story Lewis Littlepage, son and scion 
distinguished Virginian family who died when had 
not yet reached forty-one, but who had lived full life 
that short time. was plunged into Euro- 
pean world where strange and often bewildering vicis- 
situdes would take him from Gibraltar the shores 
the Black Sea, through most the capitals Europe 
and make him acquainted with personal friend 
Thomas Paine, Beaumarchais, Rivarol, Marshal Suva- 
rov, Stanislaus Poland and Catherine the Great 
Russia. Among his contemporary Americans came 
into contact with Washington, (he slept Mt. Vernon, 
noted), Jefferson, Henry, Franklin, Jay, John 
Adams and was rated them either clever 
crook consummate statesman. One critic has 
called Littlepage half-silly ass and half-astute diplo- 
mat, gallant the battlefield and the boudoir cap- 
page was quite fellow, indeed. And this refreshing 
bit Americana footloose the sophisticated milieu 
Europe just before Napoleon turned off its lights. 
Read it. 


Fiction 


McCullers, Carson Clock Without Hands 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 18, 1961. $4.00. (IIb) 


When the Greek philosopher Zeno was asked how 
live answered, “Ask the dead.” her latest novel, 
the first some fifteen years, Mrs. McCullers asks the 
dying. And the answer from her pivotal character, 
Malone, leukemia-stricken pharmacist the 
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southern (U. S.) town Milan, redemptive action 
staged before his final curtain. Druggist Malone, how- 
ever, peg which this gifted southern novelist 
hangs her story. The cardinal character octogenarian 
Judge Fox Clane, former congressman and statesman, 
glory the state and the South.” The obese 
Judge unforgettable and fantastic are his dreams 
recapturing past glory engineering legislation 
have the Federal Government redeem Confederate 
currency. 

The Judge’s grandson, Jester Clane, 17-year-old, 
lonely, searching youth. shares his grandfather’s 
house but not his world dead past and dreamed-of 
future. Jester’s present charged with growing pains, 
pains dispelling the clouds his father’s suicide, the 
clouds his own awakening manhood, and the 
dark, blue-eyed cloud Sherman Pew. The outcast 
Sherman, fact, links all three southern whites 
chain events that reaches deep into their history and 
the reader’s. The negro hoy, however, merely brushes 
the Judge into awareness; profoundly bruises Jester 
into manhood; soberly provokes Malone into finding 
himself. 

Sherman the Judge’s “amanuensis” who, bitter 
discovering that Marian Anderson not his mother, 
refuses write letters for his boss’s plan recoup 
Confederate fortune. does not intend return 
slave days. Instead, Sherman moves into his down- 
payment house the white section town. Jester 
warns him that enraged white citizens have met 
Malone’s drugstore plan remove him. refuses 
never knew before that was somebody fathered 
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negro who was defended Jester’s lawyer father 
before Jester’s grandfather Judge avail. Nor did 
know that Jester’s father’s reason for suicide was his 
love for Sherman’s blue-eyed, white mother who loved 
Sherman’s father, not her husband her lawyer. 
only knew that his down-payment furniture, piano, and 


house were not relinquished white men. So, 
played his piano and waited. never heard the 
music Malone’s Kierkegaardian soul that night, nor 
the cacophony the Judge’s radio bombast—Lincoln’s 
Gettysburg day; nor the melody Jes 
ter’s heart found his father himself. Sherman 
heard only the painful blast that ended his song 
his throat. 


Clock Without Hands, all Mrs. McCuller’s novels, 
plumbs the depths the psyche. 
the hands this skilled, literary surgeon 
ing performance. reveals not only fictional char- 
acters’ souls and the soul the South, but also the very 
real souls very real people. Her scalpel cuts clean 
the source the sickness. She lays bare the 
germ-ridden operation room today’s world. 
hideous sight, this sickness the soul. More terrifying 
still the awareness that all share it. are 
all, were, dying from it, from leukemia the 
spirit. 
Mature readers will relish this realistic revelation, 
about response and responsibility—of man toward 
his own livingness,” (the author’s own description). 
They will thoroughly enjoy this 
teller whose genius combines the prose artist’s ability 
structure plot and delineate character with the poet's 
perceptive power vivify both. And they will 
nize that unique McCullers touch, the deft blending 
humor and irony, power and compassion that make all 
her stories human document our times. 
cult predict how Broadway’s dramatic translation 
this soul-searing story will score, (one hears that has 
been translated into play form); but easy predict 
how the novel will score with prize-awarding judges 
and especially with the discriminating reader: 


winner. 
John Quinn, 
University Scranton 
Mason, Van Wyck The Sea ’Venture 


Doubleday. Sept. 349p. $5.75. 


Unlike much fiction, the author this current his 
torical tale boasts that his characters are real, that any 
coincidence with fact intended. the book’s 
word Mr. Mason, “long internationally famous 
historical novelist,” claims rather exhaustive research 
into the scanty documents which cover this period 
English history. The only completely fictional char- 
acters, are told, are Peter Agnew and Dolly Mellish. 
Characters they The whole spirit the book 
seems center about them and bad. Not much 
that they are often immoral but rather because they 
lack credibility. matter how often read print 
that heart noble gold beats beneath the prostitute’s 
breast, it’s still hard believe. The novelist usually 
fails describing this kind phenomenon 
Mr. Mason seems think that such change 
acter easy. Dolly Mellish everyone’s admission 
tavern slut. And yet find generosity, self-sacrifice, 


The operation 


love 
swe 
Nor 
thre 
For 
witl 
the 
ast 
actu 
bee 
Pete 
May 
give 
whe 
His 
any 
ship 
wait 
ish 
prot 
lass 
mar 
into 
holl 
All 
curs 
freq 
tial 
ther 
ling 
int 
Teac 


SELLERS 


father 
Nor did 
was his 
loved 
yer. 
ano, and 


Jes 
Sherman 
song 


7 


novels, 
ration 
the very 
its clean 
the 
are 
the 


velation, 
toward 
ability 
poet’s 
ill 
nding 
make all 
lation 
has 
predict 
judges 


inton 


Venture 


rent his 
that any 
research 
Mellish. 
book 
much 
use they 
print 
ostitute’s 
usually 
grace. 
char 
nission 
sacrifice, 


1961 


love and devotion bubbling the strangest times 
sweeten her sour nature. Such sudden changes are pos- 
sible, course, but they are the miraculous side. 
Normally such change would come with great care, 
through suffering, and very slowly. The novelist must 
exercise restraint would give true character. 
For the unmotivated sudden changes character 
within the pages this book place the level 
soap-opera. bet Hollywood goes for this one 
big way. It’s corn—and saleable with 
the usual butter advertising genius. How about 
contest find the perfect Dolly Mellish for the screen? 


all starts May 23, 1609, Dolly flees the tavern 
where she plies her trade. the way she attacked 
outlaws; saved their gallant leader known simply 
the “Earl”—a kind Robin Hood. This “Earl” 
actually Peter Agnew and the lives these two will 
entwined adventure for the remaining 300 pages. 
Peter himself caught, imprisoned, sentenced 
hung. But off the wings his captor, Admiral Sir 
George Somers, 55, and seaman note. much 
note that the Crown has him knighted, appointed 
member Parliament, and presently honored Lord 
Mayor Lyme Regis Dorsetshire. Yet the call the 
sea strong and Somers takes the responsibility the 
Virginia Company expedition Jamestown. 

James the Stuart King England and Scotland, must 
give his approval before the expedition sets sail. And 
what sorry spectacle man our author gives 
His Majesty: venal, vulgar, pleasure-bent, stupid. 
any rate the regal approval wheedled; crew as- 
sembled for Admiral Somers and his squadron 
ships. Much this crew conscripted from jails 
(hence our friend Agnew gets go) and much the 
passenger list displays strange behavior. The Flagship 
“The Sea Dolly, Peter, lords and ladies, 
riffraff all kinds make the ship’s roster. Alicia 
Horton, for instance, lady—complete with maid 
waiting. Alicia escaping hard times. Her father 
backed Sir Walter Raleigh the wrong time—poor Sir 
Walter lies the Tower charged with treason. Alicia 
hardly likeable when meet her; contemptuous, 
proud, and with strange itch for gambling. Yet to- 
ward story’s end she marries Peter Agnew and purer 
lass one could hardly hope know. She wants 
married Christmas eve because Christ’s entrance 
into this world redeem her sins. found that kind 
change heart completely unmotivated; has 
hollow ring. 

All the while ship and off sailors and officers shout 
curses and blasphemous epithets—God’s codpiece 
frequent example. One thinks with fond remembrance 
Herman Wouk his Caine Mutiny. declared 
that shipboard profanity was truly meaningless and 
would omitted from his story. The present work 
suffers from this constant kind padding. The essen- 
tial tale the English discovery the Bermudas, cast 
there, off course, they struggle toward Jamestown 
loses thereby. The obvious catering the “ground- 
lings” way coarse language, lust, brutality gets 
the way character study, even the battle 
storms, with hunger and thirst, with human suf- 
ering. 

terrible storm separates the squadron; the flagship 
Bermuda, finds the islands pleasant, builds and 
Prepares finally reach Jamestown. nephew 
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Somers, Matthew name, drunken and disorderly, 
redeems himself another ship when its Captain 
felled and must take charge. does 
magnificently and reaches Jamestown only learn 
there the ill manners Captain John Smith, the 
naked body Pocohantas, the horror early Ameri- 
can settler days. 

And throughout all the feeling that fiction 


stronger than research; that the panting public must 
satisfied with upturned petticoats and swashbuckling 


drivvel. Save your money and enjoy real trip 
Bermuda. 
Eugene Linehan, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 
Lofts, Norah The House Old Vine 


Doubleday. Sept. 1961. 408p. $4.95. (IIb) 


The British novelist has peculiar flair for the family 
chronicle type narrative; and one can point out- 
standing examples: Galsworthy’s Forsyte Saga, and the 
Herries series the late Hugh Walope, name two 
the more successful. Miss Lofts now essays the same 
thing The House Old Vine, and with need 
take back seat her older colleagues. Her novel 
there always present that sense kinship with the 
past which strongly marked characteristic the 
for houses just people have their stories 
tell. 


Miss Lofts ranges over nearly two centuries British 
history—from the fall Richard III Bosworth Field 
1485 down the reign the second James 1679 
—as she recounts the story Suffolk house and the 
generations who lived and died it. less talented 
hands the episodic narrative, the story told the 
first person series narrators, might well have 
yet the key principle unity actually never violated 
since the house itself serves the unifying element. 


The panoramic approach indeed remarkably effective. 
are swept through the two centuries and treated 
meaningful lesson English history the violent 
conflicts the past are vividly brought before us. 
Monks and Lollards, Protestant gentlemen and Jesuit 
priests, Cromwellians and cavaliers parade proces- 
sion which makes keenly aware the days when 
religious conflicts were very much part the daily 
lives all Englishmen; and Miss Lofts scrupulously 
fair her presentation religious issues, and never 
presses advantage for one side the other. 

The style the novel restrained yet forceful; and 
the author has happily avoided the temptation over- 
work archaic language. Her people speak simple con- 
temporary English, and little any the true flavor 
the historical past lost result. 

When one takes into consideration the fact that Miss 
Lofts writing times which men and women 
spoke freely certain bodily functions; times 
which coarseness and vulgarity were more less ac- 
cepted even so-called polite society, the language 
the novel should cause few readers even much 
raise questioning eyebrow; certainly anyone familiar 
with Chaucer will suffer shock whatever. How- 
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ever, the novelist’s repeated references one physio- 
logical phenomenon may strike few readers being 
bad taste. 


Any historical novelist must inevitably, particularly 
the novelist happens woman, suffer com- 
parison with Miss Prescott. Suffice say 
that Miss Lofts not even close, not even the same 
league with Miss Prescott; but The House Old Vine 
more than satisfactory piece work. Adult readers 
should find much pleasure reading it. 


Stephen Ryan, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 
von Doderer, Heimito The Demons 
Knopf. Sept. 25,1961. 1334p. $13.50. (IIb) 


The publisher this gigantic two volume novel first 
heard Herr von Doderer reading the Times Liter- 
ary Supplement. TLS called this Austrian writer “the 
most formidable German-speaking novelist now living.” 
Although one approaches this novel with this quota- 
tion foremost his mind, not too long before 
reader will have doubts the validity the above 
judgment. 

The Demons written the form chronicle told 
principally one Herr Geyrenhoff. Most the events 
related take place near Vienna during 1926 and 
1927, although happenings before and after these times 
receive reference. Geyrenhoff employed the Aus- 
trian civil Eventually, some family money 
which was tied England released. retires 
from work and devotes himself compiling his history. 


The novel told largely the form reminiscences. 
These reminiscences flicker about and skip over huge 
host characters. People who are introduced casually 
and, usually, haphazardly are eventually tied together 


some way. aspects Austrian life, from 


tocracy prostitution, are representd. The happen- 
ings are, for the most part, episodic and scattered. Much 
the novel simply marks time. Some the narrative 
line may indicated. Dwight Williams, American 
lepidopterist, comes love Emma Drobil. Mary 
ravishing widow who has lost leg streetcar acci- 
dent, charms most the men and women who come 
contact with her. Kajetan von Schlaggenberg, 
Austrian novelist, has very unhappy marriage, while 
René von Stangeler, young historian, alternately loves 
and quarrels with Grete Siebenschein. René goes 
old Austrian castle, discovers and translates medieval 
manuscript which relates how the ancient owner the 
castle captured women and tortured them. Since they 
would not yield him branded them witches. 
Several sections this novel are devoted the “good” 
prostitute Anny Graven. Anny witnesses sinister 
murderer named “the claw” enter the room one 
her friends. This chap murders Anny’s companion. 
Leonhard Kababsa, young fellow who works web- 
bing factory, studies Latin and spends every evening 
Count, becomes estate librarian, and sent for 
his doctorate degree. Then have some villainous 
financial dealings the part one Levielle. Levielle 
conceals will and attempts prevent Charlotte von 
Schlaggenberg from receiving fortune left her 
her father. (Charlotte was illegitimate child.) 
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Levielle finally skulks off the Viennese scene the 
hisses the audience and heads for Paris for more 
nefarious dealings. 


vast number additional people wander about more 
less aimlessly this potpourri. are taken 
the homes the well-to-do for teas, dancing, ping-pong 
parties, and the endless reporting conversations. The 
topics include much discussion fat women, debate 
whether platonic relationships are possible, and 
much seriously-taken vaporizing about second 
(termed demons). Actually, nothing new here; 
simply matter playing with 


There is, noted, some excellent description, par- 
ticularly city neighborhoods, weather moods, and 
nature scenes. But much the description people, 
their chatting the coffee houses, their rambles about. 
endless conversations, etc., too detailed too 
drawn out, too slowly paced. The author digresses 
quently and does not appear realize that 
tant details should left ovt kept minimum. 
one the the book, von Doderer 
writes: “And then iold me—though course with 
his wide digressions, marginal comments, 
aphorisms, and Latin These characteristics are 
close our author’s own technique. novelist ever 
digressed more often. 
When all this has been said, the question remains: 
Why does The Demons have favorable reputation, 
least the columns the The answer obvi- 
ous. The novel has something for almost everyone. 
There the Horatio Alger motif: young workman 
without advantages who becomes success. There 
the curse-you-Jack-Dalton material, the villainous 
vielle thoroughly shown and beaten. Then there 
the young American abroad and love with the 
European girl. This made for Hollywood, but Herr 
von Doderer’s American obviously cardboard 
figure! Dwight Williams really 
sented the manner that von Doderer has imagined 
American would act. The Demons also stresses the 
world finance, the world wealth, and the world 
prostitution. There also murder, social unrest, 
sadism, and bit the Gothic romance. Middle-aged 
couples find contentment, and wealthy widows discover 
young love. All that this novel lacks bit Disney- 
land for the kiddies. 
Underneath all the most obvious sentimentalism 
and the most annoying complacency. Pollyanna pres 
ent increbible measure. Almost every cliché 
fiction occurs, but there are few new twists. When, 
for example, Anny Graven, the “good” prostitute goes 
jail, her gentlemen callers are considerate enough 
pay her room rent during her incarceration. How 
ing and how urbane, thinks Herr von Doderer; and 
how naive and silly this novel, Viennese blend 
soap opera and coffee house gossip. 

Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 

New York, New York 


Hill, Weldon 


The Long Summer George Adams 
McKay. Sept. 468p. $5.95. (IIb) 


This new book the author Onionhead (1957) 


does not lend itself easy classification. the 
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everything resolved with slickness even veteran 
scripter soap operas might find cloying. The village 
bully skips town after getting his come-upance; lovely 
Amanda preserves her virginity against all the odds, 
and few evens; the hero discovers the woman who 
has been his companion adultery shares her favors 
with everyone and is, therefore, real threat his 
marriage, nor apparently his his buddy, 
ragged-nerved war veteran suddenly regains his equili- 
brium, decides complete his education, marry the 
nicest girl town (Amanda, course!), and into 
partnership with old George, underwriting all out 
his ample funds; and his son Bill learns that the parents 
his late pal Denver don’t really blame him for Den- 
fiery death the power station. Moreover George 
gets fired from his job which, turns out, just what 
always wanted. Now can live comfortably his 
severance pay, finish the house building, and begin 
sleeping again with his wife, arrangement that had 
stood forfeit job that kept him from home during 
his wife’s responsive hours. everything working 
out well for George, his family, and his friends, one 
might suppose The Long Summer George Adams 
kind latter-day morality play. Whatever is, 
not that. There adequate goodness the simple 
folk Sumac, Oklahoma, but really has nothing 
with morality. Hill simply writes about folks being 
folks. creates easy-going world, not unlike Tor- 
Flat, but without Steinbeck’s ambitious indulgence 
indolence. People Sumac not think hard about 
bothersome matters like right and wrong. George speaks 
for most the townfolk: 
couldn’t accept the God image fierce, angry, venge- 
fully omnipotent Being who flew into rage every time 
George Adams drank glass beer (His eye not only 
the sparrow, but also every swallow) had lewd 
thought, said goddammit. seemed George that 
all the really devoutly religious people he’d ever known 
narrow-minded, unforgiving, dull, humorless folks. 
George concluded, ‘is mournful thing 
just for people who don’t drink, cuss, get 
heat, dance, gamble, anything else that fun 
Actually, though, most Sumacites are decent 
people, liable bawdy remarks but apparently well- 
adapted the mores Christian culture. the 
context such environment, (and who could pre- 
tend does not exist all around us), Hill tells com- 
enjoyable tale. His dialogue brisk and 
pungent, the dialects varied, authentic, and heartwarm- 
ing, action sharp and well-paced. Above all, Hill’s 
tich, witty, earthy humor, always too adult, judicious, 
and sparkling called prurient, all-pervasive. 
Nor humor which pretends only entertain. Hill 
profitable observer the human comedy. The keen 
satire never anywhere very sheathed. Readers 
may well compare the conversation Dickens’ medical 
students Pickwick Papers the reflections Hill’s 
case-hardened ambulance drivers: 
‘You take head-on collision—they’re about the bloodiest 
jobs ever get, outside shotgun suicide. guess 
time I’ve picked least dozen men, women, kids 
Piece time. They don’t print all the details the 
Papers, and you’d surprised know how often high- 
way wreck people are decapitated. don’t mind carrying 
head it’s got hair git grip on, but hate bald-headed 


ead, crew cut. woman with pony tail the 
easiest.’ 


The other man, the swamper, inhaled cigarette smoke and 
tried blow smoke ring and said pensively: “What don’t 
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like bloater, drownded person that’s been down for 
days an’ built enough gas comes bobbin’ up. Espe- 
cially fat one.” bloaters are fat,” the driver said. 
“Account the gas.” The swamper chuckled without 
humor. They belch an’ whisper an’ everything but tell 
you their name an’ address.’ 
Individually Hill’s characterization the adolescent 
girl emerging into maturity, sexually incurious young- 
sters, wives engulfed homely duties which leave 
little time for romance, each are commended. 
Few readers can fail applaud the authenticity 
young Bill Adams and his friend Whit, who recreate 
the joyous moments boyhood with fidelity which 
inevitably brings mind the wonderful world Huck 
Finn, fact noted even the risk triteness 
since the analogy must seldom used with greater 
validity than here. 


Hill hasn’t helped his book providing with con- 
trived last chapter. But has written thoroughly 
human book. takes with tenderness and joy, with 
whimsical irony and insight, the fragile, pliable, aspir- 
ing, resilient, and self-questioning creature that man, 
whether encountered the remote recesses twelfth 
century Andalusian village the remoter recesses 
Oklahoma town mid-twentieth century. 


John McAleer, 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Goodman, Mitchell The End 
Horizon. Sept. 25,1961. 285p. $4.50. (IIb) 


Apparently, like taxes, novels World War will 
always with us. And despite jacket opinions 
Norman Mailer, Herbert Read, and others that Mitchell 
Goodman’s sample has novelty its own, the book 
shows good many conventional features. has the 
usual probing into the whys and wherefores, the shock 
lives snuffed out, the casual horror grotesquely 
dismembered bodies. Naturally, too, plentiful ad- 
mixture wenching, raping, and ripe profanity accom- 
the activities men living only for the day 


Perhaps the unique feature that Mitchell provides 
hero who first spiritually destroyed the war and 
then reborn. This motif accompanied study 
the impact that the Italian people make upon 
American; and really the awakening sense 
common humanity with this culture that finally re- 
juvenates the protagonist. 


The account essentially the story American 
officer referred simply the Lieutenant (for the 
record, his name Gilbert Freeman) from the time 
March that arrives aboard troopship replace- 
ment depot Naples until his return from the forward 
lines July. For these four months the Lieutenant’s 
misgivings, frustrations, desperation, and numbness al- 
ternating with escapist impulses are reported 
variety devices. 


His steady sense fatalistic futility shown one 
passage letter writes: “It’s like being caught 
forget Like flood that covers everything. And 
all the damned pitiful wreckage carried along with it. 
All you can try stay After thus 
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worrying along with artillery battalion that moves 
through Rome the neighborhood Siena, the Lieu- 
tenant receives assignment that brings about the 
climax. 


The Americans have lost contact with the French dur- 
ing rapid retreat the enemy, and directed 
locate them. the course his bold reconnoitering 
jeep, the Lieutenant unwittingly gets six miles within 
the German lines and discovers whole Panzer regi- 
ment pocketed valley. Directing the artillery 
radio watches grim horror the guns methodi- 
cally destroy the whole unit, made largely Italians 
under German officers. 


This achievement wins him public acclaim and military 
honors, but subsequent self-hatred for the slaughter 
induced also makes him psychiatric case. the 
calm rear-area assignment, however, recovers 
the will live new man that emerges from the 
horror his former self, 


Despite the lengthy searching into his soul, the Lieu- 
tenant always remains rather enigmatic figure who 
seems have little more than sexual appetite com- 
mon with his associates. His reactions, while remain- 
ing plausible, consequently never command deep sym- 
pathy. Goodman, moreover, seems undecided how 
much emphasize the impact foreign culture 
the primary force his hero, and weakened unity 
results. The end it, therefore, vivid and plain- 
spoken report helplessness amid the “corporate ma- 
chines modern war” that lacks epic sweep and de- 
pends upon individualistic psychology rather than grip- 
ping story for its effect. is, course, book for 


adults only. 
George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Fleming, Thomas All Good Men 
Doubleday. Sept. 402p. $4.95. (IIb) 

The theme this story big city politics that what 
man believes the most important thing about him. 
This slender motif that runs through the story 
boss rule and ward heelers the Democratic Organiza- 
tion city that seemingly all cities. 


Ben O’Connor tough Mick” leader for thirty years 
the 13th Ward, product the dowdy middle 
class, seems live for one thing, The Organization and 
its Big Boss Dave Shea. Dave Shea has designed each 
section his organization with the methodical patience 
man building immense, intricate machine. 
Within each ward there were districts run Com- 
mitteemen. man and woman for each district. The 
favor seeker took his complaint the Committeeman, 
who turn referred the ward leader, who turn 
referred City Hall. 


Ben O’Connor, who suffers the corruption gangren- 
ous foot, has private problems and conflicts while 
engaged the losing battle lost cause. The old 
order due for change, and Ben one the 
victims the new era. 

There has grown through the years barrier be- 
tween O’Connor and his wife, and between O’Connor 
and his two sons. One son priest who takes upon 
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himself “apply Christian principles politics.” 
which his father says: 
“Pulpit politics poison for priest this town. always 
has been. starts shooting off his month either side, the 
bishop will have him marked for life. never get 
parish, he’ll spend the rest his life curate the 
sticks.” (250) 
The other son, law school graduate, calls his brother 
“acknowledged fact that his father crook.” 
pose there fine line distinction between crooked 
crooks and political crooks, but not quite believable 
that Ben O’Connor the Robin Hood wheels 
(Cadillac, naturally) that the author tries make him 
out be. 


This ward leader like popular caricature the Irish 
ward Boss, had drunk hard and talked tough for thirty 
years and wasn’t going change now. But the 
change does come with the election, and the city 


question about it, the Irish come off badly this 
book. 


Stylistically this novel the tradition the James 
Farrell social protest novels. all very realistic 
social case worker’s notes might be. The Italian 
immigrant the land plenty, pouring 
into his children’s greedy hands, the kick-back for pro 
tection, the rackets, the jobs obtained for votes and the 
general atmosphere dirty politics the real story. 


The one glaring fault the introduction into the novel 
sordid sex scene that adds nothing the story 


interest. 
Clara Siggins, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Cort, David The Minstrel Boy 
Macmillan. Sept. 18, 1961. 249p. $4.00. (IIb) 


This new novel which “an ironic and violent 
story that probes the limits morality,” according 
the publisher. That wild exaggeration some 
enthusiastic copywriter. should have said 
jumbled story that probes the limit 
patience. ponderous story foreign news 
editor New York newspaper whose analysis and 
prognostications about world events 1936, (when 
Europe was shaping for the World War), were 
widely read everyone who worried about the 
less condition men and politics and Hitler and Lord 
Chamberlain. 


The man himself married lovely young thing 
whose physical charms are vividly delineated and 
drooled over, but the marriage not happy because 
the dissimilarity age, mentality and inclination. 
Things become even more unhappy when 
man appears the scene, fastening himself like 
leech onto the mismated couple, and making himself 
pest, nuisance and conniving playboy. The fright 
ening thing about him that the older man 
him perfect replica himself when 
younger. 


The writer has furnish learned copy his 
while the same time his personal life being foul 
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the younger man’s bold and nervy intrusions. 
all becomes monotonous and confusing, and any reader 
the text tempted skip many pages rather vain 
effort find the point the author trying valiantly 
establish. not easy story follow, and may 
seem rather cruel say that maybe the story not 
worth following anyway. There are somevulgar scenes 
inserted purple patches, but all-in-all the novel 
dull and wordy. The characters consume plenty 
liquor, indulge many profound platitudes, pose 
experts life and manners and morals, they are 
pagan everything they say. They are all dull 
people, drab and uninteresting, and they bear much 
resemblance “probers morals” Venetian blind 
has blind Venetian. 


Eugene Dooley, 


Capite, Raymond 

McKay. Sept. 22,1961. 213p. $3.75. 
Does anyone ever really know what takes place the 
mind and the heart twenty-year-old boy? Ray- 
mond Capite, not too far removed from that age 
himself, reveals with remarkable clarity the spirit 
sensitive young man the story Paul Christopher’s 
desperate striving for love. Paul can remember when 
the small house grimy alley the industrial section 
Cleveland was happy one filled with his mother’s 
love and his father’s sense well-being; but now, his 
father, retired and poor health, lives the past and 
dreams future success for Paul. Unfortunately for 
peace the household, Paul not 
though tries, discharged from every job. 
could contented selling watermelons from wagon, 
keeping house for his father, and playing the songs 
his heart his harmonica. However, neither his father 
nor Peggy, the two people whom Paul loves and from 
whom asks only love return, understands sym- 
pathizes with him. 


Mr. Capite has done this short novel Italian- 
American father-son relationship style that un- 
usually clear and remarkably simple. somewhat 
reminiscent that Francis McManus perhaps be- 
cause the same quality well-defined characters. 
Although written the first person, there vitality 
that makes the book seem all too short. refresh- 
ing read author whose characters are real and 
honest and whom the qualities goodness and 
neighborliness are prevalent. 


Carmen Collier, 
Redondo Beach, California 


Lost King 


Johnston, George Closer the Sun 
Morrow. Sept. 20, 1961. 337p. $4.95. 


This novel the story David Meredith’s struggle 
find worthwhile purpose human life. succeeds 
only most limited way. With his completely 
view life, feels the end the book 
that 
had brought off his own stand for the right hold 
the tiller his own Since they (he and his wife) 
committed the journey, then they would sail this 
and perhaps would find what was seeking 
and recognise when found it. have sort pur- 
Pose that have try fulfil.” 
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Meredith had been rising journalist London, but 
being overwhelmed the futility life without pur- 
pose modern metropolis and seeing the threatened 
dissolution his marriage Kate, had brought her 
the Aegean island Silenos. had come pre- 
serve his own individuality, the unity their marriage 
and the serious literary which felt 
himself capable. 


After several years Silenos, had produced one 
novel, (well received the London critics but ignored 
the book-buying public), and was trying finish 
second; and his wife still had vague, unmen- 
tioned constraint between them; was still looking 
for some meaning life. this point his elder brother 
Mark arrives the island talk “sense” him and 
convince him that should return London. 
the same ship comes group artists for short stay, 
bent using the picturesque setting which the island 
affords for their various art forms. They succeed only 
thoroughly disrupting the sleepy routine Silenos. 
The brothers Meredith great deal verbal fencing 
about what constitutes worthwhile life, without either 
having set principles which make sound 
judgment. Mark Meredith and the other summer 
visitors return the mainland and modern civilization, 
David and Kate Meredith are contented remain 
Silenos, still groping their murky way for some pur- 
pose life. 


This novel contemporary life offers nothing solid 
the thoughtful reader who wants find the struggles 
life God-centered. Unfortunately the people and 
their aimless wanderings are all too true today’s secu- 
larist society. the moral level, there one ten- 
page passage which Kate Meredith willingly se- 
duced visiting Frenchman; the opinion this 
reviewer this passage subtly but powerfully provoca- 
tive even for mature reader. Characterization the 
various people excellent—sharp and memorable. The 
many descriptive passages nature are well done 
the reader enjoys description. 


With the secularistic philosophy reflected and the 
above-cited seduction passage, this book suitable only 
for discriminating adults. 


Lawrence Craddock, O.F.M. 


Head, Ann Always August 
Doubleday. Sept. $3.95. (Ila) 


time oppressive heat and sudden storms, August 
for Lucy Fenwick had become also month crisis 
and fear. was this month that Gloria McGill, 
her onetime girlhood friend, returned after mysterious 
five-year absence, resume campaign capture 
Lucy’s husband. The events preceding and following 
her return constitute this book, described novel 
romance and suspense.” 


this second novel Miss Head (Mrs. Anne Head 
Morse) displays clearly the success she has had writ- 
ing for popular women’s magazines. This pure soap- 
opera material, both concept and presentation. 
few quotations are indicative: 
“Tt was all could contain the tears that felt would 
drown unleashed them. But there was sound 


anywhere all that great house except the wild, pained 
beating heart.” 


the 
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Or, again: 
“When reached.the Combadee, stopped the car. 
known all along that would. took his arms. 
known this too. had not known that the world would 
blotted out and with it. Lucy Fenwick, entity 
longer. Death, rebirth, contained man’s arms, 
man’s mouth against mine. Trembling, pushed him away. 
afraid,’ whispered.’ 

Melodrama, stereotyped characterization and motiva- 

tion, and platitudinous phrasing characterize this work. 

one does not ask much fiction, may satisfy. 


John Phillipson, Ph.D., 
University Akron 


Ross, Barnaby Quintin Chivas 
Simon and Schuster. Sept. 248p. $3.95. (IV) 
Some European writers and movie directors have spe- 
cialized dealing with the problems those homeless 
children who prowl the streets European nations, 
always the lookout for food and shelter. Sometimes 
their lot pitiful and even distressing, but then again 
there are other times when the little waifs are veritable 
monsters hate, cruelty, sexuality, venom and down- 
right meanness. “There such thing bad boy,” 
said the late lamented Father Flanagan Boys’ Town, 
but would take lot charity and mental gymnastics 
reconcile that optimistic statement with the obvious 
fact little monsters the prowl. 


Quintin Chivas small boy living Naples toward 
the end the 15th Century. the leader 
gang predatory hoodlums, and rules them with 
unholy hand. alert and wise and crafty, and 
addition this has been endowed nature with 
handsome and even splendid features. One day 
hauled out his filthy slums (and Barnaby Ross 
sounds like Steinbeck when describes the squalor 
and even the smells the place), and brought 
into the home wealthy patron the arts who 
wishes him pose for portrait portrait the 
Christ Child, too, you please. 


That the beginning new life for the youngster, 
and begins cherish fervent desire advance 
himself the world. Now there nothing wrong 
with ambition, provided that does not crush other 
people, but young Quintin veritable little monster 
with face like choirboy but heart black sin. 
Not only knows it; even proud it. poses 
for the portrait, dons rich clothes, and then learns 
the intimate secrets sex life from sweaty and vile 
old cook. climbs out the gutter, but the same 
time brings lot the filth the gutter with him. 
Even after has learned read and write, be- 
comes merely educated little monster, and very little 
culture and refinement rub off him. Many four- 
letter word drips from his lips, and the added fact that 
never loss for words allows the author 
insert passages complete vulgarity. 


Everything that King Midas touched turned gold, 
the old fable, and every person whom Quintin meets 
the worse for it. Even when goes jail for the 
abduction young Florentine 
blonde, manages spoil the life fellow prisoner 
after milking him his interitance forlorn bit 
Italian real estate. 


Best 


Mr. Ross has flow words, and can sustain 


terest his characters. The pity is, however, that his 
characters are pathetic and bedraggled. The sex esca 
pades his hero furnish pornographic touch his 
story, and they are not purple patches, any 
That’s the kind character Quintin really is. 
just being true type. He’s the Dead End Kid the 
15th Century, and just about mean little 
reader will encounter month Sundays. Per. 
haps that’s the type authors like portray. 
the pity they do. Vicious youngsters deserve 
excoriated, not glorified, and that’s the trouble with the 
story. It’s something like saying “Now isn’t that cute? 
Does have lots initiative and spunk?” after the 
young hoodlum has clouted some innocent old lady 
over the head with bludgeon. 
any reader has choice between this novel and 
Western TV, all means let him choose the 
ern (even old one). least there the “good 
guy” wins, while the “bad guy” gets his comeuppance. 
Quintin this novel always seems win, and his vic 
tories will give placid readers downright nausea. 
Eugene Dooley, J.C.D., 
Mt. St. Joseph Teachers’ College, 
Buffalo, New York 


Urn, Althea The Head Monsieur 
Crown. Sept. 21, 1961. 192p. $3.95. (IIb) 


For little book, this one tries say too much. Either 
that, doesn’t say enough. could have been 
either gentle proof trenchant satire the 
ners and morals the fashionable Parisians who 
habit the world Francoise Sagan. But neither 
gentle nor trenchant, because gets too preoccupied 
with sex make its other points neatly. 


The story concerns the marriage Henri and Clothilde 
Malheureusement. wealthy Parisian 
beauty, discovered her wedding night that Henri, 
supposedly one the greatest minds France, often 
finds the weight his knowledge unbearable and, when 
this occurs, simply removes his 
naively presumes this part the nuptial rites and 
confides the secret her best friend. The news travels 
fast and Henri soon deluged with attention from all 
the women their circle friends. succumbs 
the charms one after another, Clothilde, too, takes 
lover. She and Charron-Phillippe have brief 
while Henri away one his amatory adventures. 
When Henri returns, Clothilde gives her lover 

rejoins her husband. She begs him take her away 
from Paris, live somewhere the country, and when 
laughs her folly, she joins him his and removes 
her own head. 

Much ado made about the detachable characteristics 
Henri’s head. When Clothilde’s uncle told about 
it, patriarch the family and the one who should 
“do something,” says, “What woman would not 
covet life lived continuously pleasurable and 
suspense and erotic gratification?” The absurdity 
Henri’s head erotic symbol stretched include 
Clothilde’s well, and when she removes her 
Henri takes her his arms muttering huskily, “Today 
ours.” 

The emphasis Clothilde’s love affair 
idyll what ruins the story satire. The love 
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cannot once glorified and satirized, and the at- 
tempt what turns this book into rather 
ridiculous novel when might have been clever one. 


Angela Ambrose, 
Moline, 
Weintraub, William Why Rock the Boat 
Little, Brown. Sept. 13,1961. 218p. $3.95. (IIb) 


This dizzily comic novel the tradition Allen 
Smith, Perelman, and James Thurber. The pro- 
tagonist, 19-year-old Harry Barnes, cub reporter 
The Montreal Daily Witness, unbelievably 18th 
century paper. The tale begins with Harry inventing 
gloves with slits the finger tips that the reporter 
can write notes out doors the cruel Canadian 
winter. 


The events the picaresque tale are times scream- 
ingly funny. There the interview with the Brazilian 
diamond mine tycoon, the nudist convention, the skiing 
weekend for the Press, the shoot-out the elevator, 
and the gatherings the bar whose proprietor trying 
learn insult the customers Damon Runyan. 


pass the time while the office, Harry writes hor- 
rendous news stories which dreams about Philip 
Butcher, the economy minded managing editor. 
Somehow these stories find their way into the paper 
and heads roll throughout the shop. Wierd coinci- 
dence saves our hero and allows him meet the dream 
girl, Julia Martin. She favors life’s rebels and Harry 
becomes rebel with vengeance. Julia proves 
iceberg Harry cannot thaw and his Walter Mitty-ish 
fantasies are finally fulfilled with the disgruntled wife 
his city editor. 


Mr. Weintraub knows the Canadian newspaper scene 
from his work the Montreal Gazette and his book 
has the real-but-whacky authenticity satire needs. The 
incidents used make the book suitable for adults only. 

owever there real immorality here. Each detail 
exists only for the fun value and Weintraub often 


very funny indeed. 
Stephen Laut, 
Wheeling College 


Shute, Nevil Stephen Morris 
Morrow. Sept. 11, 1961. $3.95. (1) 


save lot time let say right here that this book 
“also-ran.” Nevil Shute didn’t think good 
enough publish. was found amongst his papers 
when died. actually two books. The first 
books the first that Nevil wrote and sounds 

reminds you the work 7th grade student. 
plenty action but very little development; very 
little emotion. Perhaps has some historical value 
much shows the meagre efforts writer who 
later became distinguished. However hard 
see that has more value than that. 


The action the book takes place the period right 
after the first World War when commercial aviation 
Was its infancy. This phase written from “intimate 
Personal knowledge and observation.” The book opens 
Stephen breaking off his engagement. can’t 
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have flying and marriage due the poor pay. After 
many “ups and down” (pardon) finally returns 
his love and finds her waiting. This the end the 
first book. The second book starts off with boat 
collision. one the boats Morris. After much 
ado and windings and out Morris finally launches 
plane from the deck freighter and flies back 


land. 
James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 
Pollini, Francis Night 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 12, 1961. 305p. $3.95. (IV) 


Night attempt chronicle life Chinese POW 
camp during the Korean War. Its two main characters 
are Ching, the inquisitor, and Marty Landi, the pris- 
oner. The action begins with Marty’s first exposure 
camp life, and his first interview with the (of course) 
inscrutable Ching. Marty fails cooperate, and suc- 
ceeds being transferred section for reactionaries. 
Here the action practically ceases, the latter half the 
book treating endless talk and dream session with 
Ching, who supposedly trying uncover the leader 
anti-collaborator POW underground. 


All this written with obviously painful striving 
for complete honesty. The language doubtless au- 
thentic, and many the supporting characters, especi- 
ally Philips, the vigilante leader, are convincingly 
sketched. Several passages also indicate that the au- 
thor has considerable narrative talent. The epilogue 
especially could stand fine, understated short story 
quasi-New Yorker style. has dramatic coher- 
ence lacking the rest the book. 


The first difference between this epilogue and the rest 
the book strikes one without even reading the pages. 
The typography the epilogue ordinary; that the 
remainder, chaos italic, bold face, incomplete sen- 
tences, and one-word paragraphs. The other 
arity striking profusion obscenity, capitalized and 
otherwise, presently considered necessary realism. 
Neither these eccentricities automatically counts 
against novel, but both require uncommonly skillful 
handling. this case, the prolix obscenity reveals 
nothing significant; acts smokescreen reality, 
first sickening, then boring. Likewise, the melange 
broken conversation, dream, interior monologue, and 
narrative never succeeds bringing into contact 
with the realities the situations and characters. 
serves only confuse and becloud the scene. 


Both these problems style could considered 
less moment they only obscured the matter and 
meaning the book. Unfortunately, they are unable 
eccentric style. The first impact the book’s con- 
tent which reader might legitimately seek char- 
acterization. What peculiar Marty that does 
not collaborate the others Why does resist 
Ching And, who Ching? sin- 
cere hypocritical? There are answers. Ching 
just keeps smiling, cooing, and offering cigarettes. Marty 
keeps smoking, falling asleep, and dreaming his 
mother. The result vision great grey figures mov- 
ing fog. never know for sure why things hap- 
pen, and indeed often don’t know what hap- 
pening. 
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Even granting all these objections, Night could achieve 
merit could rise the level universals, could 
become modern allegory. fails even 
this. The shadowy characters are not symbols, they 
are just unrealized people. The book tells more 
about man’s reaction the nightmare brainwashing 
than does about Marty’s reaction Ching. The 
story difficult enough the level individuals; 
never seems reach the level universals all. 


Douglass Roby, 
Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 


Oliver, Jane Flame Fire 
Putnam. Oct. 288p. $3.95. 

This story based the life William Tyndale begins 
with William being chosen for scholarship Oxford 
age eleven years, and here immediately the author 
differs with other authorities concerning the place Tyn- 
dale studied until was Master Arts and ordained 
priest. young man, William had little time for 
pursuits other than study and the highlight his career 
happened, Miss Oliver says, when, while serving 
table, chanced overhear Erasmus and Colet dis- 
cussing the Scriptures. was then conceived the 
idea translating the Bible into the vernacular, 
though there had not been least partial translations 
available for many years. So, after ordination, goes 
Cambridge learn more Greek and found there 
group that was very favorable Luther’s new doctrine 
and only too eager poke scurrilous fun the Pope, 
Julius II. his father’s death, Tyndale returned home 
and obtained chaplaincy with family named Walsh 
and while serving this capacity got into trouble with 
the local clergy and with the Chancellor the diocese 
for his unorthodox opinions. When, later on, the 
heat argument promised make any ordinary 
Christian more knowledgeable about the Scriptures 
than his clerical tormentors, deemed prudent 
leave the diocese (of Gloucester). 


Tyndale then went London get backing for his 
project from Bishop Tunstal and was refused, the 
author intimates, the grounds that Henry VIII 
would have disapproved. William however made 
friends with some powerful English merchants who had 
many dealings with the continent; they supplied him 
with financial support and William went Witten- 
berg meet Luther who gave him warm welcome 
and helped him his task translation, (of the Ger- 
man text? into English?). When had finished the 
New Testament, Tyndale secured the services 
printer Cologne, but just the work was near com- 
pletion the authorities moved and William was 
lucky get away with his manuscript. then went 
Worms and for financial reasons was forced ac- 
cept much less ambitious edition, just the plain text 
without preface glosses. The popularity this edi- 
tion, however, made him something Protestant 
hero and undertook learn Hebrew order 
translate the Pentateuch. These manuscripts were 
lost sea and William almost lost his life; but 
courageously redid his work and this time was 
danger from the authorities Antwerp, into whose 
hands fell, betrayed false friend. prison 
continued his translation the Old Testament. 


SELLERs 


The story Tyndale has been much oversimplified 
his condemnation made depend almost solely 
translation the Scriptures into English, which was 
scarcely heretical although, now, the Bishop’s 
mission should have been secured publish the trans 
lation. Very little Tyndale’s protracted juridical 
trial included the novel except say that 
judges found him pious, learned and good man 
condemned him, not because any theological errors, 
but make example him terrorize the people 
from reading the Bible. What the author has done 
biographical novel. Tyndale’s controversy with Thomas 
More mentioned all too briefly and Tyndale’s the 
ological opinions justification and the Eucharist are 
passed over. When the author tries quote Latin, 
there are many mistakes, indeed. Simply because 
sort novel will nothing but provoke animosity 


and promote prejudice, would not recommend 
any class reader. 
William Schweder, 


Georgetown University 


Pritchett, When Girl Comes Home 
Knopf. Sept. 240p. $4.00. 

Icarus flights into the experimental for Prit 
chett. still writing the same kind story was 
writing some thirty years ago. This new collection— 
only the title story has not appeared previously—has 
all the trademarks Pritchett story: artfully 
penetrating glimpses into characters who without being 
exactly caricatures nevertheless skate the thin ice 
difference. catches his people, like Brueghel, 
act being unconsciously observed. particular 
tricity here, more universal trait there, and the char 
acters reveal themselves, credibly, humorously, per 
fectly. Each the nine stories, fact, 
perfect that any one could the running for 
sion the “best-of-the-year” anthologies. 


like the characters who are both very funny and 
British. “The Fall” there the accountant who has 
learned the art the stage fall from his famous and 
infamous actor-brother and who demonstrates his art 
dinner for his fellow unappreciative accountants. 
falls least fifty times. “The Citizen,” 
band and finds that she being pursued statue. 
“The Snag” tells Sophie who can’t live without 
near-tragedy and danger but who ends marrying 
dull boob professor. “On the Scent” dryly 
humorous story two ex-spies, one British, one Ger 
man, who retain their interests Mayan and Incan 
civilizations because during the war such knowledge 
was required agents working the Two stories 
the sadly comic show the best side 
“The Wheelbarrow” tells muted tones 
seduction aging widow Bible pounding 
handyman, and “Just Little More,” opinion the 
best the stories, most tenderly and touchingly 
trays old man boring his son’s family dinner wit 
irritating memories the past and scaring them half 
death with the threat eat with them more often 
the future. 


“When Girl Comes Home” the longest the 
stories but attempts too much. overpopulat 
with characters, the usual Pritchett type, but the theme 
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society’s indifference the unusual, (cf. Brueghel’s 
Icarus), blurred the crowd. Mr. Pritchett one 
the best short story writers our time, but may 
permitted the impertinence being critical 
critic, would suggest that not allow his wings 
melt the glare Aldous Huxley’s sun. 
John Murray, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Foley, Martha and David Burnett (Editors) 

The Best American Short Stories 1961 
Houghton, Mifflin. Aug. 24, 1961. 404p. $5.50. (Ila) 
The editors this book, Martha Foley and David Bur- 
nett, state the Foreword that has been remark- 
ably rich year for the American short story. They say 
that has been more difficult than usual for them 
make the final selection since many stories lasting 
value have been published. They further state that 
the stories represented this volume have been chosen 
for their literary merits only. 
that may, tastes and standards vary and this 
reviewer would agree that about ten the twenty 
short stories the collection are worthy the designa- 
tion The Best American Short Stories 1961. 
“This Morning, This Evening, Soon,” James 
Baldwin, the racial theme presented excellent 
story concerning successful (in Paris) Negro singer 
and actor about return America with his Swedish 
wife and seven-year-old son after absence many 
years dreading what ahead the boy who has yet 
feel the sting prejudice. 
Another story the racial category Nickel 
Misery George Washington Carver Brown” Ivan 
Gold. This far more brutal story colored 


you remember most about the stories you have read 
and liked? Has not been the characters you came 


call the readers attention some the 
memorable characters the stories this collection. 
The troubled negro men the two stories mentioned 


above, one intelligent and successful and the other 
stupid and bungling, are good examples. 


Other unforgettable characters are the mother Mary 
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Lavin’s “The Yellow Beret,” well written story 
which Miss Lavin shows remarkable insight into the 
characters the parents young man who not 
what seem be; the old Jewish couple “Tell 
Riddle” Tillie Olson, beset many problems— 
ailments, finances, diverse personalities 


nowledge ships with their children, yet welded together firmly 


forty-seven years marriage; the college instructor 

“The Colleagues Mr. Chips” Samuel Sandmel, 

who wants only teach, and becomes thoroughly 
down academic and family pressures; and 

the aged Icelandic lighthouse keeper John Berry’s 
Listener,” who had never heard Beethoven. 


There are also the usual number stories about eccen- 
trics this collection, some written with understanding 
and compassion. Leonora When Last Seen” 
eter Taylor the outstanding piece 
thers are “Society” Jeannie Olive, Tale 
Inheritance” William Goyen, and Girl for Wal- 
ter” Theodore Jacobs. 
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the balance the stories the collection, “The 
Love and Sorrow Henry Pimber” Gass 
should also mentioned because the author’s use 
rhythmic words and sentences describing group 
simple people who live very close nature. 


Brief Comment 


Dowdey, Clifford and Louis Manarin (Editors) 
The Wartime Papers Lee 
Little, Brown. Sept. 26, 1961. 994p. $12.50. (1) 
With funds made available part the Virginia Gen- 
eral Assembly, the Virginia Civil War Commission 
turned over historian Clifford Dowdey and 
Manarin his associate editor the task selecting 
from the more than 6000 items Lee’s military and 
personal correspondence during the four years the 
Civil War the more than thousand items here printed. 
The volume major contribution the study the 
Civil War,—Lee shown have had grasp and 
have been deeply interested all actions the Con- 
federate Army east the Mississippi although was, 
until the last futile days the bitter struggle, re- 
stricted command the Army Northern 
—and clearer knowledge the character the 
“good gray general.” His devotion his family well 
his military duties tender and warm but con- 
trolled; and from his personal correspondence particue 
larly one sees how deeply convinced Christian Robert 
Lee was, The documents here reproduced are iden- 
tified code according which one may know where 
the originals are kept. There Index Addressees 
well General Index. map Virginia serves 
endpapers and the volume excellently printed and 
sturdily bound. For college and public libraries, this 
most desirable item. 


von Hagen, Victor 

The Ancient Sun Kingdoms the Americas 
World. Sept. 618p. $12.50. (Ila) 
The result more than years study and expedi- 
tions into the lands which the so-called Aztec and 
the Mayan and Incan cultures developed Central 
and South America this handsome book which re- 
counts the ruthless conquests Mexico and Peru and 
the fascinating story the rediscovery the amazing 
structures and artifacts which the people these “sun 
kingdoms” wrought. The text exceptionally interest- 
ing and made more the many drawings Alberto 
Beltran and the numerous photographic illustrations, 
particularly four color which almost speak for the 
people departed who fashioned the mosaic-on-wood 
mask, the charming jadeite sculpture rabbit, the 
delicately molded figurine seated man with cloak 
and tall cap which was used whistle, and the 
strange gold-alloy breast ornament supposedly repre- 
senting alligator-god. bibliography lists 224 works 
reference; tabulated chronology compares the 
Aztec Mayan and Incan dates with the same times 
Europe and North America, from about 2000 
the end the Inca Empire 1781; adequate 
index adds value exceptionally fine book. World 
Publishing Company has printed superbly and given 
most attractive binding. 
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Thruelsen, Richard and John Kobler (Editors) 
Adventures the Mind: 2nd Series 
Knopf. Sept. 654p. $6.50. 


The “experiment” which The Saturday Evening Post 
inaugurated some three years past publishing serious 
essays under the general title “Adventures the 
Mind” has proved not only commendable but excep- 
tionally popular. And the first collection 
those essays published book form two years ago won 
wide acclaim (cf. 210, vol. 19). The second series 
contains more essays many more writers 
note, including John Ciardi, Snow, Henry Wris- 
ton, Stephen Spender, Lewis, Barbara Ward and 
Francois Mauriac, name only few. The subjects 
discussed cover wide range from the meaning 
language and the poetic imagination economic rev- 
olutions, astronomy, criminal law, nuclear fission, ex- 
istentialism, and the presidency. particular 
interest this reviewer are the several views litera- 
ture and the making literature, well the mate- 
rials which literature made, which say words 
and their meanings. grateful have bound to- 
gether, along with many another absorbing essay, the 
above-mentioned John Ciardi’s luminous Act 
Language,” Stefan Possony’s “Words that Divide the 
World,” Day Lewis’ “The Making Poem.” 
Owen Barfield’s “The Rediscovery Meaning,” and 
Robertson Davies’ “Battle Cry Booklovers.” Add 
Nancy Hale’s bright “The Two-Way Imagination,” 
Stanley Hyman’s “The Tragic William 
Snaith’s “The Anguish Modern Art” and you have 
only begun count the blessings this book which 


has been admirably designed and produced the 
Knopf Press one its superior “Borzoi Books.” Rec- 
ommended. 


Roosevelt, Eleanor Autobiography 
Harper. Sept. 454p. $6.95. (Ila) 

Mrs. Roosevelt has selected material from her three 
previously published volumes reminiscences and 
memories and has added chapters enough bring her 
the present. Twenty-four pages 
photographs illustrate the account one the most 
active women public life America’s history. 
index, mostly would appear the names people 
Mrs. Roosevelt met her long and busy life, makes 
reference easy. 


Perelman, The Rising Gorge 
Simon and Schuster. Sept. 19, 1961. 287p. $4.50. 


One our favorite humorists, (if that word can 
stretched mean intelligent man who finds the 
stupidities committed his fellow mortals funnier 
than snakes beer garden), Mr. Perelman, and 
brings his wit and wonderful gift for satire about 
(count ’em) different subjects which deserve and even 
demand the spoof treatment. The titles are superb 
most cases, and the deep-dish pie beneath the crust 
tasty. true that one may get little weary the 
same spiced fare taken large quantities; but this 
the kind book one should read one chapter per day; 
not more. Cinema, Deep Doze,” 
“Dial for Heartburn,” “This the Forest Primeval?”, 
“Rent and Come You,” “In Pixie Land 


Best SELLERS 


Take Stand” and many other delights await 
the reader. Hip, Hip, Hoorah for Perelman! 


Ford, Corey What Every Bachelor Knows 
Doubleday. Sept. 29,1961. 144p. $2.95. (I) 


Ford bachelor and therefore knows whereof 
writes. His essays are delicious reading, 
one supposes, for fellow bachelors. But the points taken 
are well taken and the observations are accurate. 
supplies handbook for hostesses entertaining bachelors 
week-ends, handbook for bachelors who would 
avoid the multitudinous nefarious traps being laid for 
them the many varieties predatory female, rueful 
reflections bachelor’s problems with Christmas 
shopping and much lore besides that should prove 
interest both sexes. 


Root, Jonathan One Night July 
Coward-McCann. Sept. 7,1961. 316p. $4.95. 


Former police reporter, now public relations director, 
Root has reconstructed the period from July 15, 1912 
July 30, 1913 from the murder Herman Rosenthal, 
small-time gambling house operator, the execution 
Lieutenant Charles Becker, profiteer policeman who 
reputed have ordered the murder. Recounting the 
efforts District Attorney Whitman snare Becker, 
and the proceedings the two trials Becker, Root 
manages give the impression that Becker and the 
four hired gunmen, Gyp the Blood, Dago Frank, Lefty 
Louie, and Whitey Lewis, were cahoots, were 
Vallon, Scheppes and Bald Jack Rose; then the last 
chapters shifts his ground somewhat suggest that 
perhaps none those executed were actually the guilty 
ones. The case caused nationwide sensation the 
time and least for period broke the stranglehold 
Tammany the Democratic Party New York City. 
The case made Whitman Governor New York. 

Waller, George 

Kidnap: The Story the Lindbergh Case 
Dial. Aug. 21,1961. 597p. $6.95. 


The mountain material written for newspapers 
the time the kidnapping the 20-month-old son 
Charles and Anne Lindbergh, and during the hectic 
months that followed when search for the kidnapper- 
murderer the infant was complicated the intrusion 
sincere amateurs and cynical opportunists, and then 
during the long trial the courthouse Flemington 
(New Jersey), has been winnowed and sorted Mr. 
Waller produce this exceptionally well-woven ac- 
count cause celebre which was the occasion for 
making kidnapping capital crime well federal 
offense. The painstaking care with which the few clues 
the identity the foreign-born carpenter, Bruno 
Richard Hauptmann, were finally built into damning 
evidence cold-blooded criminal action recounted 
with considerable suspense. Sixteen pages photo- 
graphs, which represent discriminating selection from 
hundreds hundreds published the time, (through 
four years, from March, 1932 April, 1936 when 
Hauptmann was executed) identify most the 
cipals the case. Mr. Waller also lists the sources 
his information. This was selected the 
Month Club choice for September. 
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Taller, Herman Calories Don’t Count 
Simon and Schuster. Sept. 27, 1961. 192p. $3.95. (I) 


gynecologist and obstetrician, Dr. Taller had reason 
short, stocky and had trouble keeping his weight down. 
Finally, tried the recommendation researcher 
and drank some oil and started lose weight. This 
set him doing some research himself and came upon 
article the late Alfred Pennington which led 
him distinguish between saturated and unsaturated 
fatty acids and, eventually, write this book which 
delivers blow the low-calorie diets, suggests that 
fruits and vegetables are high carbohydrates and 
therefore more digest than the “poly-unsatu- 
rated fats,” and therefore weight-adders. There are 
tables showing the fat content various foods, and the 
carbohydrate, protein and fat content more de- 
tailed list; suggested menus and recipes; and number 
case histories prove that the theory works. The 
widespread interest losing weight should put this 
the best-seller tabulations, but readers should remember 
Dr. Taller advises every dieter should consult com- 
petent physician and follow his direction. 


Clue Works 


John Welcome, alias for Irish lawyer named John 
keeps his reputation for slam-bang action 
Beware Midnight, (Knopf. 223p. $2.95; IIb), 
which takes Irish lawyer recently out jail from 
England Spain effort prove that had been 
framed the jail-charge and mixes neo-Nazism and 
black arts. should keep you reading with pulse 
pounding Missing, Presumed Dead Carlton 
Keith, (Doubleday. $2.95; IIa), sets handwrit- 
ing expert the trail electronics engineers who 
supposed have drowned misadventure off the 
Jersey coast, but rather involved scheme de- 
fraud the insurance companies Some the ladies 
may like Brownstone Gothic Elizabeth Shankin, 
(Holt, Rinehart Winston. 219p. $3.50; IIa), which 
young heiress the intended victim dastardly 
plot, set New York 1871; the story opera-soapy 
with murder and some suspense Diplomatic Death 
Charles Forsyte, (Morrow. 256p. $2.95; IIb), dis- 
appointing, for when the British consul-general 
Istanbul shot and his body suddenly disappears one 
would expect thrilling story intrigue and highly 
scented trails; but the tale only dull and written 
prose The prolific John Creasy’s latest, 
Murder, London-New York, (Scribner’s. 184p. $2.95; 
I), links the New York Police represented Lieuten- 
ant Goodison with the stalwarts New Scotland Yard, 
Superintendent “Handsome” West 
tracking down criminal conspiracy murder and 
arson covering for traffic faked art. bit the 
unbelievable side, but expertly done. 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


Science: 

The Penguin Science Survey 1961 comes two vol- 
umes: Volume covering chemistry, physics, astrono- 
my, geology, space research and electronics, edited 
Garrett and contains essays each specialist 
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his field; (S193, $1.45; Volume II, covering 


advances biology, agriculture, medicine and genetics, 
edited Barnett and Anne McLaren and con- 
tains fourteen essays, (S-194, $1.45; Both are 
illustrated photos and graphs and drawings 
Doubleday’s Anchor series branches out with the coop- 
eration the American Museum Natural History 
with initial issue titles new Natural 
History library: Horses Geo. Simpson, (NI, $1.45; 
IIa), gives the history the development the horse, 
explains the various breeds throughout the world and 
studies the the horse well theories 
its evolution. There are photos and drawings 
Helen Cruickshank edits John and William Bar- 
tram’s America, selecting the more significant chapters 
the studies this father and son team naturalists, 
the first native Americans study with some system 
the botany and ornithology well general character 
the continent the eighteenth century, (N2, $1.45; 
... The Ocean Island reprint Gilbert Klingel’s 
study the Caribbean Island Inagua, (under which 
name his book was originally published 1940), with 
special accent the flamingoes the large “island 
lake” but with care given also other fauna and flora, 
(N3, $1.45; Lockley’s study the sea- 
birds called Shearwaters, (N4, $1.25; seems 
1923 expedition the Rivers Blanco and Negro 
the Amazon jungles, which eight greenhorn scientists 
almost ended disastrously White Waters and 
Black, (N5, $1.45; William Jameson’s The 
Wandering Albatross revised version the 1958 
edition, (N6, $0.95; Modern Science and the 
Nature Life William Beck, (N8, $1.45; 
surveys research virology, bacteriology, cell theory 
search for the secret life itself Dwellers 
Darkness Skaife, (N9, $0.95; IIa), almost 
entirely devoted study termites, with references 
also ants, wasps and bees, all which live and work 
“totalitarian societies” darkness for the most part 
(N10, $1.45; survey evolutionary theory 
which would trace the origin man back the ocean- 
The Exploration the Colorado River John 
Power, (N11, $0.95; I), the account Major 
Powell’s first daring trip down the treacherous Colorado 
Muir, (N12, $1.25; I), not only describes these majestic 
areas but tells charmingly the fauna the region 
and pleads eloquently for forest preservation Farida 
Wiley has edited John Burroughs’ America from the 
writings the genial naturalist sometimes called “the 
sage the Catskills,” (N13, $1.45; The Pacific 
Islands Douglas Oliver, (N14, $1.45; 
revision the original work published 1951; oddly, 
this volume illustrated only with few drawings, in- 
stead the usual swatch photographs. 

From Hiroshima the Moon Daniel Lang, (Dell 
LX134, $0.75; IIa), series sketches the men 
who made the first atomic bomb, the first 
the uranium hunters, the space explorers and should 
have wide appeal particularly the older highschool 
boy Medawar’s The Future Man, (Mentor 
331,. $0.50; IIa), reprint series essays pub- 
lished last year Basic Books. Professor Medawar 
speculates population figures, the effect mod- 
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ern medicine and other factors man’s further devel- 
opment society and individual Archaeology 
(A495, $1.45; should fascinating reading any- 
one interested the past civilizations, particularly 
since the work Russia archaeologists has not been 
widely reported. 


Drama and Theater: 

Volume The Classic Theater, edited Eric 
Bentley, devoted six French plays: Corneille’s 
“The Cid, Moliere’s “The Misanthrope,” Racine’s 
“Phaedra,” “Turcaret” Lesage, Marivaux’ “The 
False and Beaumarchais’ “Figaro’s Mar- 
Jean Cocteau, (Mermaid D22, 95; contains 
“Intimate Relations, “The Eagle With Two 
Heads, “The Holy Terrors,” and ‘Antigone” trans- 
lations Carl Wildman, Charles Frank and Edward 
Marsh Three Plays Ben Jonson, (MD23, $1.95; 
IIb), second volume plays Jonson and con- 
tains “Sejanus,” “Bartholomew Fair” and “Every Man 
His Four Plays Pedro Calderon con- 
tains “The Phantom Lady, “The Mayor Zalamea,” 

‘Devotion the Cross“ and “Secret Vengeance for 
Secret Insult,” translations Edward Honig who 
also supplies introduction and selected bibliogra- 
phy, (MD21, $1.95; IIa) Shakespeare and the 
ture Man Theodore "Spencer reprint the 
revised second edition this collection Lowell 
Lectures first published 1942, (Macmillan 
vised edition work that first appeared 1951, 
investigating ‘ritual, myth and drama the ancient 
Near East,” (Anchor 230, $1.45; Garbo 
John Bainbridge, (Dell S26, $0. 60; IIb), was reviewed 
here volume 15. 


Literature: 

Rose has combined his previous volumes the 
Greek and Latin literatures into Outlines Classical 
Literature, (Meridian 119, $1.45; Hellenistic 
Civilisation Tarn has been revised the 
author with Griffith and although more 
historical study, can serve background classical 
studies literature, (Meridian 121, $1.55; IIa) 

Our Roman Heritage Michael Grant, (Mentor 351, 
$0.75; was reviewed here 249, vol. 
This Rome Sheen, Karsh and Morton, (Image 
D117, $0.95; cf. 43, ‘vol. 20) ... The Renaissance 
Walter Pater, (Meridian $1.35; IIa), has 
introduction Kenneth Clark and ‘swatch 
pages black-and-white photographs. 


The Cid, usually attributed Gil Diaz, presented 
the translation Robert Southey Dolphin re- 
print, (C243, $0.95; selection from Geoffrey 
Chaucer’s evergreen Canterbury Tales edited with 
introduction and notes Daniel Cook, (Anchor 265, 
$1.45; which the original text printed the 
left page and the notes the right, includes the Pro- 
logue, the Miller’s Tale, and the tales the Wife 
Bath, the Pardoner, and the Nun’s Priest 100 
the Fables Jean Fontaine, Philip 
Wayne verse form attractive reprint, (Anchor 


new translation David Magarschack, (Penguin L113, 


Best SELLERS 


Mercer 
(UL 
samplir 
with 


$1.25; Ila), has perceptive introduction the trans- 
lator Alexander Pushkin’s The Queen Spades 
also contains six the “tales Ivan Belkin” and the 
longer and “The Captain’s Daughter” 
translation Ivy and Tatiana Litvinov, (Signet 70, 
$0. 60; Lord Jim Joseph Conrad bargain 
the Dell (LC171, $0.50; Ellen Glas- 
gow’s The Romantic Comedians, (Dolphin 346, $0.95; 
the first the trilogy includes They 
Stooped Folly and The Sheltered Life, which pre- 
sumably will follow later number-of essays 
Oscar Wilde are grouped under the title, Intentions 
and Other Writings, (249, $0.95; Ila), includes “The 
Decay Lying” and “The Critic Artist” and five 
others The Devil’s Dictionary Ambrose Bierce 
appears also Dolphin, (225, $0.95; IIb) and 
Ambrose Bierce’s short stories with extracts from “The 
Devil’s Dictionary” and comment Marcus Cunliffe 
are included the Midst Life, (Signet 60, $0.60; 
... Richard Hughes’ High Wind Jamaica 
has foreword Vernon Watkins, (Signet 67, $0.60; 
Tomlinson’s travel novel, The Sea and 
the Jungle, (C83, $0.60; I), contains some luminous 
writing Six Hamlin Garland’s stories the Mid- 
West are published Main-Travelled Roads, with 
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introduction Van Wyck Brooks, (Premier 134, $0.50; 
Henry Adams’ lesser-known novel Democracy 


also available now from Premier, (133, $0.50; I), 


also with introduction Van Wyck Brooks The 
same critic introduces Lafcadio Hearn’s novel the 
Louisiana Bayou country, Chita, which concerns little 


girl lost hurricane and thereby 


special interest this year, (Premier 135, $0.50; 


Gertrud von Fort’s powerful short novel group 
Carmelite nuns facing execution the French 


Revolution was partly the source Poulenc’s powerful 


Although both are recent date, Prescott’s 
masterly The Man Donkey, (Macmillan $2.50; 
cf. 144, vol. 12), seems fairly safe rate 
classic piece historical fiction as, more recently, 
Giuseppe Lampedusa’s The Leopard (Signet 1960, 
$0.75; Ila, cf. 69, vol. 20), may predicted 
read many years hence. 


South subtitled Southern Literature its 
Cultural Setting,” and consists essays various 
aspects modern authors from the southern states, 
edited Rubin and Jacobs, (Dolphin 318, 
$1.45; this not reprint but original vol. 19) 
tion, though most the individual essays have ap- Roberts 
peared previously literary journals The Crooked 
first published 1949, (Macmillan $1.35; vol. 20) 
$1. consists four men the 19th century, 
Hume, Walpole, Burke, and The Federal- private 
ist edited Jacob Cooke, and definitive Dietrick 
tion” the essays written anonymously Alexander Burn 
Hamilton, James Madison and John Jay, (Meridian 39, 
$2.45; Poetry and Criticism Matthew Arnold 
edited here Dwight Culler for Houghton man 
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flin Riverside Editions, (B55, $1.85; and this series Tow 
still among the best printing the larger 


1961 


Mercer and David Greene for Universal Library, 
(UL 121, $2.45; The 607 pages contain generous 
samplings from the best known Irish writers together 
with “notes the authors.” 


One may question the usefulness paperbound 
edition The Golden Bough, the Frazer work 
edited and annotated Theodor Gaster when that 
edition oversize, rather too bulky 
for reference use, except that its price brings within 
the range the college student, (Anchor 270, $1,95; 
cf. 167, vol. 19). 


Other Fiction: 
Ignazio Silone’s Fontamara, (Dell LS104, $0.60; IIb, cf. 
154, vol. 20) The Four Horsemen the Apo- 
calypse Vicente Blasco-Ibanez, (Dell $0.60; 
IIb), one the first popular novels about World 
War and issued obviously coincide with the 
remake the motion picture the early 
King Solomon’s Mines Rider Haggard should start 
demand for more his novels which are full ac- 
tion, not always completely authentic, (LC172, $0.50; 
Frank Tilsley’s Mutiny, (Ballantine, 533, $0.50; 
Ila, cf. 443, vol. 18) Soldier the Rain Wil- 
liam Goldman, (Dell F140, $0.50; III, cf. 148, vol. 
20) Originally titled “Baboon Rock,” Robert 
Krepps’ novel South Africa, Diamond Fever, 
action-packed adventure story, (Dell F174, $0.50; IIb) 
Bantam 2289, $0.75; IV, cf. 356, vol. 20) Those 
who wish read the book from which the current 
film “The Young Doctors” based will want The 
Final Diagnosis Arthur Hailey, (Bantam 2152, $0.60; 
cf. vol. 19, 218) John Hersey’s horribly fas- 
cinating The Child Buyer will frighten many citizen, 
(2290, $0.60; IIb, cf. vol. 20, 225) The Sin 
Susan Slade Doris Hume minor fiction girl 
with unwanted baby out wedlock, but being 
made into movie, (Dell K104, $0.40; Eliza- 
beth Seifert makes career out writing “medical 
novels” and Doctor the Crossroads neither better 
worse than its many other formula based fiction, 


(D436. $0.35; 


Mystery and Suspense: 

Laura Vera Caspary reprint reprint, (Dell 
163, $0.50; IIb) the same author’s recent Evvie 
first reprint edition, (Dell F143, $0.50; IIb, cf. 177, 
vol. 20) The Man Who Followed Women 


Hitchens, (Pocketbook M4220, $0.35; cf. 360, 


vol. 19) Episode the Wandering Knife Mary 
Roberts Rinehart, (Dell 433, $0.35; cf. 92, vol. 
Gideon Fell tale, (Bantam 2267, $0.35; cf. 146, 
vol. 20) The Homicidal Virgin Brett Halliday 
features the insufferable Mike Shayne, (Dell 437, $0.35; 
Angel Eyes the same steamy school with 
private eye named SteveBentley, whom Robert 
Dietrick the author, (Dell 203, $0.35; IIb) Slow 
Burn Jack Ehrlich higher level with credible 
Parole officer the hero, (B220, $0.35; IIb) The 
Merriweather File Lionel White examines the past 
man accused murder, (Bantam 2247, $0.35; IIb) 
Town Without Pity translation from the Ger- 
man Manfred Gregor which forthcoming movie 


based, (F.164, $0.50; IIb). 
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Westerns: 

Thunder Drums James Warner Bellah, (Ban- 
tam 2313, $0.36; I), another cavalry and Indians tale 
based movie script The Texas Slicks Peter 
Dawson set Texas 1865 with rustlers, ranchers 
and raiders, (2275, $0.35; Doctorow’s Wel- 
come Hard Times brings “bad man from Bodie” 
back the town Hard Times with the goodies hav- 
ing rough time winning out the end, (Signet 1959, 
fine upstanding half-breed who has care for the 
other five travelers through the mountains and desert, 
(Ballantine 526, $0.35; Borden Chase’s novel 
the Pancho Villa revolution Viva Gringo! puts 
tough American into the Villa army with vengeance 
his heart against the other Mexicans who rejected him, 
(2271, $0.35; IIa) Outlaw Town Edwin Booth, 
(Ballantine 518, $0.35; IIa), faces ex-U. Marshal 
Gordon with the problem saving the town Eagle’s 
Nest Will Cook’s Two Rode Together takes its title 
from the film based his Captives,” (2257, 
Pursued, (Dell 432, $0.35; Big Man, Big Moun- 
tain Wade Everett supposes one man owns moun- 
tain which commands the valley four brothers own, 
then sets the brothers against the mountain man, (Bal- 
lantine 505, $0.35; First Blood Jack Shaeffer 
puts young sheriff face-to-face with lynch mob, 
brings the inevitable troublesome stranger into town 
challenge the present overlords, familiar plot TV, 
(Ballantine 209, $0.35; I). 


General Non-Fiction: 


Liebling’s The Press, Sammlung articles ex- 
posing malpractice the field news reporting and 
the “free press” which too often not free 
claims informative and needed critique the 
monolithic American “press” and its cloak 
“liberty,” (Ballantine $530, $0.75; Publishers 
Doubleday, Putnam, Dunlap, Harcourt, Stokes, Cow- 
ard, Crowell, and Cerf name the publishers 
here represented edited Gerald Gross and gives 
the other side the publishing business, side which 
too often weeps about the efforts censors keep the 
publications decent, fit read, (UL 98, $2.95; 
Clear Writing Leo Kirschbaum can used 
textbook composition classes for private study 
and reference, (Meridian 38, $1.95; The Gather- 
ing Storm Winston Churchill the first the sev- 
eral volumes written the British Prime 
covering World War II, (Bantam 2321, $1.25; cf. 
81, vol. 8), with the succeeding volumes promised 
Frederick Lewis Allen’s Since Yesterday, (Bantam 
126, $0.50; I), dates back 1940 and something 
minor classic its field Michael Chevalier was 
French observer Society, Manners and Politics 
the United States the early 19th century and his 
writings have been edited John Ward, (Anchor 
259, $1.45; The Civil War America Alan 
Barker British historian’s summary the major 
events that conflict, (Anchor 274, $0.95; 
Stimson Bullitt records his reflections What 
chor 264, $0.95; The Autobiography and Other 
Writings Benjamin Franklin, (Signet 74, $0.50; 
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has the advantage being well printed and offers 
generous letters, notes and observations 
well his life-story; Lemisch edited the collec- 
Jane Addams recollections her work Twenty 
Years Hull House, (Signet 85, $0.75; IIa), another 
autobiography gallant American woman Com- 
pany Commander Charles MacDonald, (Ballan- 
tine529, $0.75; IIb), documentary account what 
actual fighting was like the European front World 
War II. authentic and harrowing. 


Getting Along French Mario Pei and John Fisher, 
(Bantam HR13, $0.60; Getting Along Italian 
Mario Pei alone, (HR11, $0.60; and Getting 
Along Russian Mario Pei and Nikanov, 
(HR20, $0.60; I), have common well thought-out 
set phrases and sentences traveler would find use- 
ful and necessary, sensibly easy-to-imitate phonetici- 
zation the foreign language, and condensed grammar 
and basic vocabulary about 2000 words. They 
should useful not only for tourists but also mod- 
ern-language classrooms for exercise speaking 
For adventuring the kitchen, The Gold Cook Book 
Louis Gouy, (Dolphin 202, $1.45; I), although 
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Best 


abridged from the original still one the best 
market and certainly bargain this edition 
Making Your Name Modeling and Candy 
Jones, (222, $0.95; IIa), advice hopefuls pro- 
fessional who now runs her own modeling service 
Check List for Perfect Wedding may guide for 
all brides-to-be and for their mothers, but may also 
anathema the fathers the brides-to-be, (341, 
$0.95; How Speak Effectively All Occa- 
sions Geo. Hibbitt, (310, $0.95; I), explains it- 
self and will helpful those who are willing 
study and practice. 


Inside the Birch Society Gene Grove, (Fawcett 1141, 
New York newsman. The book almost 
its manner are some the statements quoted 
from the founder the Birch Society Birth Control 
Alan Guttmacher, M.D., with the assistance 
Winfield Best and Frederick Jaffe the kind book 
which not believe should put into the hands 
everyone indiscriminately, and that precisely what 
publication paperback form does, (Ballantine F532, 
$0.50; 
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